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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
NDI Montenegro engaged Prism Research, an agency for market, media and social research, 
to conduct a series of focus group discussions from October 30 until November 4, 2006.  The 
primary purpose of this research was to collect qualitative data from citizens of Montenegro in 
the aftermath of the May referendum on Montenegro’s state status and the September 
parliamentary and local elections.  The primary audiences for this research are the political 
parties in Montenegro who, with a new mandate from the citizens, have the challenge of 
creating new policies in a new environment. 
 
In the framework of this research, there were ten (10) focus group discussions conducted in 
five (5) different municipalities in Montenegro:  Berane, Bijelo Polje, Herceg Novi, Nikšić, 
and Podgorica.  In Podgorica, there was one focus group discussion in the city of Podgorica 
and another held in the town of Tuzi.  Each focus group sought to unite a homogenized group 
of people, sharing certain similarities regarding age, gender, ethnicity, political affiliation, 
and/or employment status, for a discussion of current economic, social and political issues.  
 
Each focus group discussion was taped, and, later, verbatim transcripts were produced.  These 
transcripts, together with the moderator notes and observations, form the basis of this report.  
Throughout this report, reference is made to focus groups conducted in late September 2004 – 
again, at the behest of NDI Montenegro, for the political parties and carried out by Prism 
Research.  At the time, the 10 focus groups were conducted in Bar, Berane, Nikšić, Pljevlja, 
and Podgorica. 
 
Appendix I provides a full description of the methodology used in this series of focus groups.  
The important thing to note is that the selection criteria sought to identify uncommitted voters 
or those who were not strongly committed to any party.  While qualitative research does not 
provide statistically significant results, it gives the reader a sense of why ordinary people think 
as they do about issues in their daily lives and how they talk about their interests. 
 
At the end of each group discussion, each participant was asked to write three messages that 
would be completely anonymous.  The first message was to the person or group that they 
believed could most improve the situation in Montenegro; the second was to the person or 
group that they thought did the most damage to Montenegro; and, the third message was to 
the leader of a party that the participant might support on how to strengthen ties with ordinary 
people .  Appendix II presents the written messages from participants of all focus groups. 

 
II. PRINCIPAL FINDINGS 
 
Focus groups conducted in late October and early November 2006 showed an improving 
public mood when compared to focus groups conducted in September 2004.  Although 
comments on some themes did not differ much from 2004, there is a glimmer of hope, a 
certain degree of positive expectations, and a belief in a “better tomorrow” this time.  Citizens 
of Montenegro hope to be able to carry on a normal life, to have normal living standards 
restored, to be able to own a car or an apartment, and to be able to travel.  In comparison, the 
dominant mood in group discussions in 2004 was distrust and hopelessness that things would 
ever get better.  Two years ago, citizens asked for nothing more than to be able to provide 
bread and milk for their families. 
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The hope of today primarily comes from the sense that the political struggle is over.  Political 
issues that have divided society for so long (namely, state status) are resolved at last, and the 
government led by a new person has a new four-year mandate.  Now, the time has come to put 
effort into resolving the fundamental problems in Montenegro, which continue to be the bad 
economic situation and poor living standards.  People are tired of the constant focus on 
politics and expect their political leaders to start to focus on improving the economic 
situation. 
 
While discussion participants saw some improvements on the economic scene, it was still 
considered to be “pretty bad” because life is still a struggle for most people in Montenegro.  
The biggest difficulty for most participants is the low level of salaries that participants say 
makes it hard to live decently and fuels crime and corruption.  Additionally, there is a general 
sense of insecurity for those working in the private sector without any benefits or rights and 
with the constant fear of dismissal or the closure of private businesses.  There is also a 
recognition of a significant income inequality with some 10 percent of the population living 
very well and the others living in poverty or on the edge of poverty.  Mothers, especially, note 
that this inequality breeds envy among children and distorts the value system. 
 
Participants expect the newly elected group of politicians to dedicate themselves to improving 
people’s living standards.  They are skeptical that individuals that have been in leading 
positions in governing parties, in the opposition, or even in the trade unions for more than 15 
years can address these problems.  But, they would like to believe the slogans and promises 
from the recent election campaign – especially the “Here’s A Hand” slogan of the ruling 
parties.1  Participants want both governing and opposition parties to stop bickering and, 
instead, to coordinate their work – i.e., to combine effective government programs and 
constructive criticism from the opposition to produce the best solutions. 
 
Participants are convinced that change can be brought about by putting the right people in the 
right positions.  They do not object much to government programs or ideas about which they 
have heard; they are just skeptical about actual implementation of the program or the law.  
Despite the hopes and expectations, participants are also wary about whether the current 
governing and opposition forces have the ability or will to change their habits.  The window 
of opportunity to meet people’s expectations is limited.  Politicians need to hear the voice of 
the people and react quickly. 
 
III. DETAILED ANALYSIS OF FINDINGS 
 
A. GENERAL ECONOMIC SITUATION 
 
Discussion participants think the general economic situation in Montenegro is hard and 
consider their main problem to be their difficult financial situation.  The socio-political 
changes that have affected the Balkan region over the past 15 years ruined the formal 
economy and spawned the gray economy.  The resulting unemployment and insecurity have 
led to a situation where a majority of people emphasize that they are not satisfied with the 
economic situation in the country and do “not live well.”  However, in contrast to similar 

                                            
1 Translator’s Note: The slogan of the DPS-SDP coalition in the September 2006 elections was “Evo Ruka,” 
which translates as “Here’s a Hand” or “Take My Hand.”  The idea is that the coalition offered reconciliation 
and working together. 
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research conducted two years ago, some participants voice mild positive expectations this 
time, noting small improvements already.   
 

Looking at previous years when the situation was catastrophic, the situation now is 
just pretty bad.  That means that there has been a step forward, but absolutely far 
from what would be good.  (Male, Nikšić)  
 
The word that best describes the past few years is stagnation.  There is no progress 
nor is there a big step backward.  But, there is also no big leap forward.  (Female, 
Herceg Novi) 
 
Let us say that the situation is neither bad nor good and that it could and should be 
much, much better.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
Right now, it is not at a satisfactory level, but it might get better over time.  (Female, 
Bijelo Polje) 
 
Talking about the economic situation in Montenegro, as I see it…we are now at zero, 
we have reached the bottom.  And, there exists an expression:  “After the worst, you 
have to expect better.”  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
Owners of major companies come to the law and economic faculties and choose 
students whom they intend to employ in the future.  They are looking for educated 
workers from the university.  I think that is good.2  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
The economic situation is not particularly good, but it has been improving over the 
past six months or a year…I can see that more people are finding jobs, which I think 
is of crucial importance for the country’s economy.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
The economy was stagnant in the 1990s, but things have improved gradually since 
2000.  There are some improvements in the education sector and in the economy, new 
companies are being founded, even new business sectors.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
The economic situation is very bad, especially when you consider there are many of us 
who are unemployed and that is the trend in the whole region.  Unemployment is no 
other than – how to say it – it took a big swipe, but we hope for better, there is no 
other option.  (Male, Berane)  
 
The north has begun to attract more investments in the last few years; and, that is a 
step forward.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
The opening of new faculties means a lot because people are not forced to go abroad.  
People who go abroad to study usually stay away.  But, if they complete their studies 
here, then we get an educated workforce and people who will contribute to the 
development of their own city.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 

  
Despite a willingness to concede some small improvements, some participants said that their 
own life and that of their family is difficult.  Such participants are those where one or more 
members of the household have lost a job in the last several years and those whose children 
had completed school, but had not found work.  

 

                                            
2 Translator’s Note: The speaker’s remarks refer to the Careerways program then underway for the second time 
in a year at the university designed to match graduating students with employers looking for new employees. 



Prism Research  National Democratic Institute 

 A Glimmer of Hope – and Expectations    
 

8

Never more miserable, I am 50 years old and never in my life have I lived as 
wretchedly as I do these days.  It has come down to the situation that I am happy 
about the littlest things; I get happy if I can buy a little bit better quality soap from 
time to time – which is really depressing.  We work like livestock, we turn into animals 
– at least, that is what I think about myself.  I work nine hours a day for 160 € and I 
don't get one day off.  (Female, Nikšić) 
  
Take my family, for example.  There are four of us, and nobody is working.  My father 
spent 35 years working for a state-owned company. He was laid off, and now he does 
nothing.  (Male, Berane)  
 
The same for my daughter...she worked a few jobs, but nobody would give her 
insurance.  She works for a month, and then they look for someone new.  (Female, 
Podgorica) 
 
It is tough.  Salaries are let’s say 300 €, the most inexpensive apartment is 150 €.  
After you pay the utilities, and then you look and see what little is left to live from.  
From honest work, you can’t live.  The only option is to involve yourself in crime or 
some other illegal business so that you can earn something.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 

 
Participants say that salaries and pensions are low, and the cost of living is high.  Those 
working in the service and trade sectors confirm this opinion, saying that they see in their 
work that the purchasing power of Montenegrins is low. 
  

Prices are high, and salaries are low.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
My husband hasn’t worked in five years, and we live on my salary of 220-230 €.  It is 
very hard.  We live on what is left after we pay all the bills. (Female, Podgorica) 
 
I am here as a pensioner, I know.  What pension?  120 €.  In some countries, it would 
be enough maybe only for fuel. (Male, Tuzi) 
 
Prices here are higher than they are in Germany.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
It is difficult.  I work at the market for 150 € per month.  It is a miserable salary for a 
20-year-old boy who wants to go out and achieve something in life.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
The situation in the health sector is like the situation in the whole country.  Doctors 
who spent 25 years studying for their jobs – which is a huge sacrifice and a lot of 
work – now work for 300 €.  That is unacceptable.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
You go to a doctor for an ultrasound.  You need to make an appointment for an 
ultrasound, and it is usually available in three to four months.  In three to four 
months, you could be dead.  So, you have the option to wait, wondering whether you 
are going to die, or to go to a private doctor and pay for it.  They rip you off; they take 
30 € for an ultrasound scan that does not take more than 10 minutes.  (Female, 
Berane) 
 
It does not matter whether you are insured or not.  You go to the heath care center in 
Tuzi, the doctor looks at you, and writes you a prescription with which you cannot do 
anything.  You must go to a private pharmacy to buy Hemomicin and pay 6.5 € for it. 
(Male, Tuzi)  
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I run a bakery, and I can tell you what the situation is like.  Many people come to buy 
bread, but they have no money.  They ask me to write it down so they can pay later. 
(Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 

Participants agree that there have been no salary increases in Montenegro over the past few 
years.  While they want increases for themselves, they also understand the need for salary 
increases in the health and education sectors. 
 

Ever since we switched to the €, salaries have not increased one cent and all the 
prices have gone up.  (Female, Berane) 
 
Salaries have not increased in the last 15 years.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
Everything is all wrong; for example, some doctor at the Institute who has finished 
five years of university specialization and who knows whatever else – he also has a 
salary of 300 €, like the waiter in the bar who has 300 €.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
There is a need to increase employment, standards, and pay for those educated people 
because most of them who have finished faculty work for some 300 €.  (Female, 
Nikšić) 
 
Prices increase without stop, and salaries stay the same or they even decrease.  And, 
still, it is good for those who have 300 €.  Normally, it is 150 €, no more than 180 €.  
(Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
It goes in a downward direction.  There are people who work, doctors, teachers, it is 
not important who we are talking about.  They have very small salaries.  If they don’t 
have some resources from outside…their salary means nothing to them.  Simply, you 
can’t live from that salary.  (Female, Berane) 
 
Even the best doctor has a low salary.  A doctor needs to be paid more.  If you have 
money, you can be seen by the doctor; if not, you can’t.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
Well, it is better that they get their salaries regularly…but, look.  If we take into 
account also the workers’ in the health sector, according to the work they do, I don’t 
think they are well paid.  (Male, Berane)  

 
Participants constantly point out that work in the private sector is insecure. Most of those 
working in the private sector are employed informally, do not always get paid regularly, have 
no access to health and pension insurance, work long hours without overtime pay, often 
without a single day off in a week, and without the right to annual leave. 
 

Things are moving forward with privatization and all that…but, workers are 
unprotected, their rights are unprotected.  Private employers are left on their own to 
decide, the situation of workers depends on them.  (Male, Berane) 
 
They [health care workers] are in a better position because they receive their salaries 
regularly.  I don’t think they are paid enough considering the nature of their work.  
(Male, Berane) 
 
I think that work in a private business is the worst – a woman had better be careful 
not to get pregnant or she’ll end up without a job.  (Female, Herceg Novi)  
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Well, let’s go back to when we were talking about those private businesses, they don’t 
report the salaries that they give out, there is no insurance, there is no overtime.  
(Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
My son works as a waiter, and he doesn’t have even one ‘day of service.’3  Everyone 
who works at a private business says, “I wish that I could be employed in a state 
firm.”  (Female, Podgorica) 
 

Given the low level of salaries and the insecurity of working in the private sector, participants 
cannot assess favorably a program like the government’s former effort to provide housing 
credits.  Above all, some participants think that the loan conditions are not favorable since 
they depend, among other things, on the level and regularity of an individual’s salary.  
Nonetheless, while participants may judge government-guaranteed and privately offered 
housing credits beyond the reach of most citizens in Montenegro, most acknowledge that it is 
positive that the possibility exists to take a housing loan because it represents the only 
possibility that the average Montenegrin will ever have to “get a roof over his head,” that is, to 
buy an apartment. 
 

…I am currently unemployed, but I will find a normal job in the future and I will be 
able to take a loan.  Someone will enable me to buy an apartment and repay it over 
time – in one way or another.  It is better that way than if the housing loans were 
unavailable.  Many people are in position to buy apartments in that way.  If that were 
not the case, who would they turn to for 30,000 €?  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
In my opinion, only people with regular salaries who work in the public sector can 
afford that – those working in education and health sectors.  (Male, Berane) 
 
…You can never be sure you will keep the job in the private sector; the business can 
always go into crisis and, then, what happens to the loan repayment? (Female, 
Herceg Novi) 
 
I do not have an apartment…but I cannot afford to take a loan on my salary.  You 
must be earning between 500 and 600 € to take a loan, but you cannot find anyone 
with that salary in Bijelo Polje.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Whoever decides to take such a loan has to prove to the bank that he has a good 
salary or he can repay the loan somehow.  (Male, Nikšić) 

 
With regard to the housing credit program in which the government agreed to pay part of the 
interest rate, some participants point out that the basic criteria for getting that credit was 
political party affiliation. 
 

Listen to this …recently, there were housing credits, not only were they not evaluated 
on their merits, it didn’t depend on school, years of work, number of family members, 
nothing.  Only DPS supporters had access to those loans.  Others could not.  Berane 
is small, everyone knows everything that goes on here.  (Female, Berane) 

 

                                            
3 Translator’s Note:  A worker accumulates ‘years of service’ that determines the level of the state pension at the 
end of one’s career.  If jobs are not formally registered with the state and taxes for that job are not paid, then the 
employee essentially works in the grey economy and does not accumulate any years of service. 
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Participants believe that high unemployment puts everyone – and, young people, in 
particular – in a difficult position since there are not enough employment opportunities or 
chances to buy an apartment, which is a precondition for starting a family.  
 

Look at these young boys…they don’t work.  Take me, for example.  I am now 40 
years old, I completed school back in 1986, and I am still unemployed.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
As you can see, the economic situation is very hard.  A lot of us are unemployed and 
that is the prevailing trend.  Unemployment has taken root, ruining a lot of young 
people.  But, we hope for the better, what else can we do.  (Male, Berane) 
 
My sons cannot marry.  We have a two-room apartment, and there are five of us.  
They don’t want to get married because they cannot live with me [there is no room] 
and they cannot afford to pay rent.  (Female, Podgorica)  

 
The general assessment is that trade unions do not have the social power and role they should 
have to help workers.  Some noted that the influence of the trade unions was limited because 
it covered on a small part of the working population, emphasizing again the insecurity posed 
by working in the private sector. 
 

There is something like a central organization, the Association of Trade Unions of 
Montenegro, but I don’t think that there are more than two private companies whose 
employees are members of that union.  Their reach is really limited.  We do not have a 
real union; workers’ rights are not protected.  (Male, Berane) 
 
…Take the minimum wage, for example. They fight as much as they can, but it does 
not help.  If parliament won’t do anything and, instead, says the amount is 
satisfactory…they fight a lot for these companies.  (Male, Berane) 

 
Still others in Podgorica and among opponents of the current government say trade unions are 
under the influence of the government and are highly ineffective in their fight for workers’ 
rights and their better socio-economic status.  Participants note that even some traditional, 
simple mechanisms for protecting workers that the union used to provide exist no longer.  
Despite a lack of results, participants observe that union leaders do not even think about 
withdrawing from positions they have occupied for years. 
 

The Union is an extended arm of the government; it does not play the role it should 
play.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
Since they abolished the system of labor inspections, workers have no protection 
whatsoever.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
There is no democracy in the union.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
I think that the union has leaders that lie.  When the education workers went on strike, 
they told them to go home, when they were the only ones who could have fought the 
battle.  (Male, Bijelo Polje)  
 
Talking about the Montenegrin trade union, its leaders are now in their fifth term, 
they are in that position for almost 20 years now.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
They are incapable of doing anything.  (Female, Podgorica) 
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They just promise help…but, the Union never really tries to help all those miserable 
people, to help the workers get delayed payment for the winter food stock, they 
eliminated even that.  (Male, Bijelo Polje)  
 
Until a year ago, we had agreements for making purchases of household supplies, 
everything, and schoolbooks on credit, but it was eliminated over a year ago so that a 
company could profit.  (Female, Podgorica)  
 

Participants point out that, over the years, a new class of extremely rich has emerged whose 
source of wealth is suspicious to them, while most of the rest of the middle class has fallen 
into poverty.  As a result, some feel that the youth of today grow up with a confused value 
system based on material possessions.  
 

Out of 600,000 Montenegrin residents, only some 10,000 who are in power feel 
secure.  Those who are close to the government are moving forward, and the 
remaining 590,000 are starving. (Male, Tuzi) 
 
About 10 percent of the population is extremely rich.  They could not have earned that 
kind of money no matter where in the world they had worked or for how many years. 
(Female, Podgorica) 
 
There is no rule of law here, the value system is wrong, there is no middle 
class…families are either rich or poor…there is no middle ground and that is 
because…privatization process started in Montenegro, but some families took the 
money that should have gone into the state budget. (Female, Nikšić) 
 
…[Price increases] would have a negative impact on me personally, but those who 
are wealthy wouldn’t even feel it.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
Those who have gotten rich and succeed to do so overnight, they are important 
people; and, I think that even the police can’t have any influence over them.  (Female, 
Herceg Novi) 
 
The fact is that in our society there is no middle class as there once was.  There are 
only those at the bottom, people without anything and people who have tons and tons.  
(Female, Podgorica) 
 

In Podgorica, the women talked about the effect that the social differences have 
among children in high school. 
 

And, in high school, especially in high school, those huge social differences are 
particularly apparent.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
You talk about field trips.  Last year, my daughter finished high school and is now in 
university.  She didn’t go on the field trip to Greece; my son who finished eighth grade 
also did not go on the field trip.  My children could not go because I didn’t have the 
ability to pay for it. (Female, Podgorica)  
 
My daughter is an excellent student in the third year of high school, and she is 
ashamed to tell people that she is excellent.  I say, “She gets only fives (the highest 
grades)” and she says to me, “Mama, don’t talk about that!  They (other excellent 
students) aren’t popular in school.”  I mean, young people are going in the wrong 
direction.  (Female, Podgorica) 
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B. REASONS FOR HOPE: RESOLVED ISSUES AND EXPECTED CHANGES 
 
Positive expectations arise from recent political developments in Montenegro in the last six 
months – namely, the referendum and Montenegro’s independence and the recent 
parliamentary and local elections.  Participants now expect political leaders to focus their 
energy on improving the economic situation.  Many believe that the new government can 
succeed in increasing living standards with better management and pressure from the 
international community.  While they understand it will take time, they expect action now.  
 

We are now an independent state, and I expect us to move forward.  It cannot happen 
overnight…but I hope that situation will improve…if the authorities decide to work for 
the people and not just for themselves...  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
It is starting to get better when we consider the education system, and the economy is 
getting better; they are forming some new businesses and even some new economic 
branches that were unknown to us.  That should surely stimulate people a lot, give 
them some encouragement and motive for further work… (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
They had other problems, political problems, so they were not paying much attention. 
Everything they did was poorly done.  (Male, Berane) 
 
I really hope, I sincerely hope that things will improve – not in a year or two, but in 
some five or six years, I really think that something must be done.  (Female, 
Podgorica) 
 
…Montenegro could live on money from tourism; citizens could live well on that only 
after the political situation stabilizes and things are done in the right way -- when that 
help and that money goes into the right hands…  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
We can’t expect that we will have wonderful life straight away.  It takes time; I 
understand; but that time has to be used in some way.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
There is no more feuding because the thing is finished.  (Female, Berane) 
 

As participants offer proposals to the new government about how to improve the situation in 
Montenegro, one word comes up repeatedly – changes.  Fundamental changes, changes of 
politicians, changes of certain people, changes in people’s attitude toward work, changes in 
people’s attitude toward the laws, and changes in the way budget resources are used.  Changes 
are indispensable and the most commonly used word in talking about the need to move 
forward.  
 

We need changes, real changes in Montenegro.  We need honorable, honest people to 
come to power to impose a new value system, to restore public’s faith in the political 
system – my trust, his trust, the trust of all the people who are disappointed with the 
system.  To create a system in which we will all have faith.  Only after that can we talk 
about a path to prosperity, not prosperity itself but the way to it.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
Until everything completely changes, there will be no progress.  At least not for the 
majority of people, some 10 percent like it the way it is now.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
For the situation in the country to improve, people who hold power must change their 
way of thinking and dealing with the people.  If the state budget is growing, it needs to 
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be used for the benefit of an improved economy and not go into the pockets of several 
families.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
…To have such a country…all that potential.  If we used only 50 percent of it, and 
there are just 700,000 of us, which is a third of Belgrade’s population.  Somebody 
must take the blame for that.  I don’t think it is the ordinary guy who works for 250€, 
but somebody is guilty for that.  Someone from the highest levels who has been there 
for years and isn’t replaced.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
It is important that the people’s way of thinking is changing and that they understand 
that they can contribute something in terms of development; and, it is important that 
people from outside see Montenegro as a place to invest.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Many of our people are really clever…but their capacities are not used here… to 
improve the Montenegrin economy.  Instead, positions are filled based on one’s 
political and party affiliation and the economy loses its experts.  (Female, Nikšić)  
 
To start simply respecting the knowledge that someone has, that no one who is not an 
expert ends up in that sphere when there are people with a lot more education and 
training – simply, for everyone to know their place.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
To start respecting the law...And, punish people who don’t.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
The government needs to react with some of its resources…  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
I mean, they still haven’t created the conditions, we still haven’t come out of that 
socialist economic approach, capitalism is still not how it should be.  There is no 
strategy to carry out the long-term goal; and, without that, without the right strategy, 
there is no economic growth either.  (Male, Nikšić) 

 
C. A BETTER LIFE 
 
Participants’ thoughts about the meaning of a better life – a theme that many political parties 
used in their campaign promises – focus on a variety of ideas connected to improved 
economic standards.  Moreover, better economic standards do not mean Western-style living 
standards, but simply standards as they had been before the 1990s.  In fact, the word most 
often heard in this part of the discussion was “normal” – as in a normal living standard, 
normal pay, and normal living conditions.  Participants couple these ideas with notions like 
“to be able to live from honest work” and “to not have to depend on connections.”   
 

More jobs, more perspective.  Respect for the law.  Equal rights for all.  (Male, 
Berane) 
 
That I don’t have to live from the 1st to the 1st.4  I want more than that.  (Female, 
Podgorica) 
 
That people can live from honest work.  (Female, Berane) 
 
That I can live normally, that I can take my family to a restaurant once in a month.  
(Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 

                                            
4 Translator’s Note:  ‘From the 1st to the 1st’ is the equivalent of ‘from paycheck to paycheck.’ 
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That I can live normally from my work.  Currently, I am constantly in debt to 
someone.  (Female, Berane) 
 
To have freedom of choice.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
That I can go to the sea.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
To develop a more cultured life.  That I can go to the café, sometimes the movies.  
And, there is no theater; on the rare occasion when there is a theater performance or 
event, they show it at the movie theater.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 

Depending on the person, some limit their thinking about a better life to themselves and their 
families, while others refer to the whole society and overall living conditions.  A better life for 
students is to find a proper job; and, for some participants with children (mostly, mothers), it 
is to “satisfy” the basic needs of their children.  Several participants who are not ethnic 
Montenegrins say that a better life means to live in a country where the laws apply equally to 
all citizens and where personal safety is guaranteed to all.  And, a few participants believed 
that a better life would be to achieve specific “small” improvements in one’s everyday life 
(see Figure 2). 
 
Participants are willing to work hard to improve their own lot in life, but also expect the state 
to provide some basic conditions – more jobs, better labor protection, salaries in line with the 
level of effort.  Participants are not willing to do whatever job for just any salary.  

 
We are all passive…We  expect salaries of 500 €, to be given a car, and to have our 
phone bill paid.  To live a better life…the problem is that we expect something 
fantastic, but nobody wants to look truth in the eye, to acknowledge reality…Countless 
people take agricultural loans only to buy a car and be hot shots in the city.  That is 
the problem, that we are unaware of our duty.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
Montenegrins really are ready to work, but under good working conditions; for good 
pay, they would all like to work.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
They should do something for themselves.  Young people should. (Male, Tuzi) 
 
Our first concern is to look good and to visit fancy places; that is the problem.  Young 
people do not want to work.  They do not want to work for 15 € per day, but that is 
what a bunch of people do.  They come from Serbia, from Slovenia to work as tourist 
guides in Montenegro.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
Take my job, for example.  I do my best, the best.  But, the salary is really 
unacceptable.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
I think that in the last few years there have been some steps in development and even 
the awareness of Montenegrins, and that they have begun to depend on their own 
possibilities and their own knowledge more and more.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 

D. INDEPENDENT MONTENEGRO 
 
EXPECTATIONS:  The way participants feel about Montenegro’s independence depends on 
both their ethnic background and the nature of changes they expected from independence.  
Some among both pro-independence and pro-state union participants – who have not noticed 
any impact on their life, the life of their communities, or the country in general due to 
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independence – stress that they no longer have strong feelings about independence and that 
they have begun to feel indifferent – as if nothing had happened.  
 

Everything is the same.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Nothing has changed.  (Female, Podgorica) 
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A free life and not to worry 
every time he goes out that 
he might get killed or be 
provoked in some way. 
(Female, Berane) 

 

Rule of law (Male, Berane) 
 

 
 
For us, students, it is lower tuition 
and to find a job once we finish 
school. (Female, Bijelo Polje) 

A job with access to insurance for 
my family and me. (Male, Tuzi) 
 

 
It would be good if I could put my child through school, if I 
could afford summer holidays, a better life.  (Female, 
Podgorica) 

For the overall living standard to increase.  
That my sister, my friend, or my neighbor are 
equally wealthy. So I would not be 
embarrassed when I get a salary of 200 €. 
(Female, Berane) 
 

Economic situation, to employ as 
many people as possible (Female, 
Nikšić) 

 

Life without depression; that we get out of bed in 
the morning with a smile on our face. (Female, 
Nikšić) 
 

To have ordinary things (Female, 
Herceg Novi) 

I don’t have to go to 
Hawaii each year, only to 
be able to afford some 
normal things in life. 
(Male, Nikšić) 

Better life is when a small group 
of people gather and decide 
to go to Greece for five days. 
(Male, Nikšić) 
 

A chance for young people to 
travel.  Most of us have never 
crossed the Montenegrin 
border.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 

If they fixed the elevator in my 
building.  (Female, Berane) 
 

A dishwasher. 
(Female, Berane) 
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It is all the same.  Nothing has changed.  Nothing.  Everything is the same as before.  
There is no reason for anybody to be either happy or sad about it.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
There is nothing good or bad about it, we are who we are.  All the former Yugoslav 
republics got independence, so why wouldn’t Montenegro have its own identity? 
(Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
I don’t feel good or bad about it.  I haven’t noticed any major change.  (Female, 
Nikšić) 
 
I was sad when Yugoslavia broke apart, but now I don’t care.  Maybe, it can even be 
better for me.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Nothing has changed.  Things will not get worse, they can’t.5  (Male, Herceg Novi) 

 
Participants who are proud about their Montenegrin roots, those who felt bad in the old state 
because of their status as ethnic minorities and treatment they received, and who believe that 
Serbia negatively influenced the Montenegrin economy have positive emotions about 
independence: relief, satisfaction, security, pride, and hope.  

 
I couldn’t wait.  (Male, Berane) 
 
Now, we are not tenants in someone else’s house.  I think it is better like this.  (Male, 
Berane)  
 
We are now under less psychological pressure.  (Male, Berane) 
 
I think that the Albanians from Tuzi feel better in an independent Montenegro.  It is 
better for the sake of peace and stability that we have our own country.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
I am proud about it.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
It is like having your own identity, you are who you are.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
In a small house, everyone around the fire is warm, but, in a big house, the fire heats 
only those who are closest to it.  Independence was the only chance for Montenegro’s 
development because the funds we used to share with Serbia now can be invested 
here.  It is a step forward.  (Male, Nikšić)  
 
Greater freedom, this country can now decide about its own priorities.  That was not 
the case when we were in union with Serbia; we had to agree about everything. 
(Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 

Many pro-state union participants say that the good thing about independence is that the 
Montenegrin authorities and people now might work harder in the interest of the country 
because they can no longer blame others.  In that sense, some pro-state union participants 
believe that independence might strengthen the country’s economy.  With a lot of caution, 
they left “some room” for positive expectations.  
 

                                            
5 The opinion that the “situation is so bad that it cannot get any worse” came up in most of the groups during the 
discussion about the future of Montenegro: 
 “I do not believe that it can get any worse than this.”  (Male, Tuzi) 

“Since it cannot be worse, I believe…that it will get better.”  (Male, Berane) 
 “We have reached the bottom…it is now time to start moving up.”  (Female, Nikšić)  
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As for emotions, I was not very happy about it, but life might get better.  There is no 
more blaming others.  No more arguments; we are on our own so let us see what 
happens next.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
I agree with the lady and hope that work will be respected more now that we have 
independence; that we will work harder.  We are independent.  We are on our own.  
We will try harder now.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
Everything is changing, we have independence, but the same old people stay in 
power.  Things won’t get better until the entire structure of government is changed 
and until some new people come to power.  Honestly, I was against independence, 
but, if the situation really improves, everyone will say ‘let it be better.’  (Male, 
Herceg Novi) 
 
Finally, we cannot rely on anyone to help us out…we will now see who we are and 
what we can do.  To face it all on our own and see how strong we are, no longer to 
hide behind others all the time.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 

Likewise pro-independence participants expect that the unproductive “blame game” between 
Serbia and Montenegro to end. 
 

The one good thing is that they are now two different countries so that they won’t 
blame one another for their problems.  Now, each has his house and let each make its 
own solutions.  That is one good thing.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
 
 
There will be no reason for Serbia to blame Montenegro or for Montenegro to blame 
Serbia.  Now, each has their own responsibility.  (Male, Berane) 
 
For the simple reason, that we finally assumed responsibility for that which we do.  
We always passed the blame onto others; and, we always burdened others with our 
troubles…Now we have to take the responsibility into our own hands.  (Male, Nikšić) 

 
A majority of Serbian participants long for the benefits of the shared country, especially 
because of its sizeable market, its economic development, and countless family ties, and are 
bitter about the way that the referendum was conducted, but the comments also appear to 
acknowledge independence as a fact. 
 

I don’t like it that we have got independence…First, it is easier to attack the smaller 
than the big nations.  Second...I have more brothers and children in Serbia than here.  
(Female, Berane) 
 
They will ruin the Serbian language; they will ruin the Serbian nation.  (Female, 
Berane) 
 
We get independence, and the first thing you see is that the price of schoolbooks goes 
up 20 percent.  Everything is more expensive.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Had they gotten independence in an honest way, I would wish them luck...But, to 
create a state by stealing, blackmail, bribery and corruption, agricultural 
loans…Had it been different: “Good luck to the country and us in it.”  (Male, Bijelo 
Polje) 
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Deep inside, I hurt, but I comfort myself and say, “Thank God, they can no longer 
shift the blame onto others.”  Someone else was always guilty, be it Milošević or 
Koštunica, it does not matter; it was always somebody else.  Let us now see how they 
will do on their own.  (Female, Nikšić) 

 
The limited concerns of pro-independence participants include the status of current and future 
Montenegrin students in Serbian faculties and lower quality of sports, in general, and of 
specific leagues and national teams, in particular.  
 

Students lost the most; it is no longer the same.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
It was more interesting to watch a championship match between Red Star and 
Partisan6 than it will be to follow soccer teams in Nikšić and Podgorica.  I am a bit 
nostalgic because the union was strong in collective sports.  I am nostalgic about the 
times when we welcomed our basketball and handball teams after their victories.  
(Male, Nikšić) 
 

THE NEW CONSTITUTION:  In discussing the constitution, participants have very little real 
knowledge about what should be in a constitution, and many mimic the recent discussions in 
the newspapers that focused on the status of different ethnic groups, of the language, and of 
religion.  Thus, ethnic Montenegrins speak of the need for a civic state, while smaller ethnic 
groups mention the status of constitutive nation.  After dispensing with what they read 
elsewhere though, all population groups mention one of two things – first, the guarantee of 
basic human rights and, second, respect for whatever resulted. 
 

A civic state is the most important issue for my family and me …because it is the key 
to everything.  That we are citizens regardless of our ethnicity, religion, or personal 
beliefs; the most important thing for Montenegro is that it becomes and stays a civic 
state.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
It would be good if Montenegro became a civic state.  That we get our freedoms, not 
to be a national minority but a constitutive people.  (Male, Berane) 
 
This country has not been created only by Montenegrins and Serbs…I do not agree 
with some people and political parties who say that we are a national minority.  I do 
not feel like that, I think that we have to be equal and to be a constitutive people.  
(Male, Tuzi) 
 
Basic human rights.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
Rights and freedoms of all the people who live in independent Montenegro.  (Female, 
Podgorica) 
 
Equality.  That is most important to me.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 

Many participants note that the old constitution was good, but the failure to implement it in 
everyday life was the problem.  Therefore, they stress that the most important thing for them 
and their families is to create conditions for respect and implementation of the constitution 
and for Montenegro to function as a legal state.  
 

                                            
6 Red Star and Partisan are two Serbian football teams. 
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I heard that the old constitution was good, that is what I heard, but that the problem 
is that there is no respect for it or for the laws.  (Female, Bijelo Polje)  
 
The old one is good.  It is important that we respect it.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
If it is not implemented, then it is just words.  (Male, Berane) 
 
The old constitution was good, it defined Montenegro as a civic state of equal 
citizens, but it all came down to the fact that it was never like that; for some, 
Montenegro was a mother; for others, it was a stepmother.  (Male, Tuzi)  

 
REALITY OF STATE STATUS AND OVERCOMING DIVISIONS:  A majority of participants 
believe that the issue of Montenegro’s state status now has been resolved although there were 
a few Serbian participants in Herceg Novi and Bijelo Polje that believe that the issue will 
continue to be important.  
 
 Things are simpler now.  We solved that problem so that we can finally start thinking about 
 the economy.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 

I think that it is good that it was taken off the agenda at last. (Male, Nikšic) 
 
It’s over…let’s move on.  (Female, Podgorica) 
I mean, we now live in independent Montenegro…  (Male, Herceg Novi) 

 
There will be a new referendum even if it takes 100 years.  (Male, Herceg Novi)  
 
It will not be as easy as they think to push forward the constitutional changes.  
Different groups fight for their interests, the economy is also a political issue.  I have 
friends among Muslims.  They say, “We do not want to be a minority anymore, we 
are a constituent people, they can’t form the government without us.  It won’t be as 
easy as they think; the time has come to settle some bills.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 

 
Likewise, all except the group of Serbian women in Nikšić conclude that the sharp divisions 
among people have begun to heal since the referendum.  Other issues have become a priority, 
and everyone agrees that it was necessary to overcome divisions and start working together 
for a better future.  Moreover, participants say that the media and politicians have begun to 
“sing that tune.” 
  

It relaxed a bit now, but relationships were different at the time of the referendum.  
Now it is more relaxed.  (Male, Bijelo Polje)  
 
Emotions are settling down now because people are tired of it all.  Financial crises 
last far too long, and people have no energy to think about that any more.  They think 
about how to survive.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
Emotions settled down prior to the elections…it has all stopped now.  (Male, Berane) 
 
I think that the tensions are decreasing.  There is still a level of tensions, but it is a lot 
less.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
We need some time to pass…then, tensions will decrease and everything will be much 
simpler.  Everything is going as it is, and nothing has deteriorated.  It was bad that 
tensions were encouraged for a while, that was the worst thing.  (Female, Podgorica) 
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They talked a lot about that on TV and radio; wherever you went, everyone talked 
about that.  And, now, people have reconciled themselves to the fact that it is over.  
The one who has lost can remain opposed, but that is the situation, that is how it is.  
(Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
Much deeper.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
Twice as deep.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 

E. POLITICS IN MONTENEGRO 
 
Participants consider politicians to be the most responsible for divisions among the people 
and say they have the most work to do to overcome them.  Participants also note that some 
steps have been taken already (e.g., stepping down of leaders who they think sew the seeds of 
division or attempts to resolve difficult issues related to the national anthem).  They are 
convinced that Montenegrin society will follow the lead of the politicians.  However, female 
participants in Nikšić who believe divisions are deeper now also blame ordinary people, 
saying they should gather strength to improve their relationships with neighbors who have 
different opinions.  
 

Politicians…must try their best to reconcile the people.  That is one of the key 
conditions.  That is what we have to do first if we are to move forward.  If people 
fight, then there can be no progress.  (Male, Berane) 
 
Political parties. It is their job because they caused the tensions…now, they have to 
stop it.  If leaders of the ruling and opposition parties come together and reach an 
agreement, we will all be more relaxed.  Someone who disliked me because of my 
beliefs would say, ‘My president reconciled with them, why wouldn’t I reconcile with 
their supporter.’  (Male, Berane) 
 
I don’t think that the government is the only guilty party here.  People can also be 
blamed because there is something in their conscience, we are simply not ready; we 
are not willing to talk to our neighbors, friends, relatives, to talk and to stop this.  
(Female, Nikšić) 

 
The fact is that politics and politicians in Montenegro do not enjoy much respect from 
participants.  As was the case two years ago, the first reactions to the words politics in 
Montenegro are negative – e.g., lie, treason, betrayal.  Other negative associations relate to 
gaining certain benefits – e.g., interest, business, getting rich, the most profitable business, 
corruption, bribery. 
 

Politics has entered deep into our psyches, and the job of politicians is to poison the 
people; they are all sitting there for five to six hours, skirmishing and saying the 
worst things to each other – and, then, when they leave the room – believe you me! – 
they work together.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 

 
A number of ethnic Albanian and Montenegrin participants also make the connection 
between Montenegrin politics and its lack of efficiency – e.g., fog, nicely packaged, too much 
talking, and something that takes our attention away from the main problem.  Finally, all 
ethnic groups make associations to the current situation that Montenegrin politics is believed 
to have caused – e.g., poverty, survival, the lowest standard ever.   
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They talk too much about politics…much more than that is needed.  We should finally 
turn ourselves toward the economy.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Here, politics is everything.  Everything comes from above.  Everything depends on 
politics…so that nothing logical can happen based on science, based on the economy.  
The economy is very important for our lives; it is critical for the life of a family and 
the life of a state.  (Female, Podgorica) 

 
In a continuing sign that things are not as bleak, some participants are able to voice neutral 
reactions, which was not the case in the 2004 research where reaction was uniformly 
negative.  Some associations, usually among ethnic Montenegrins, reflect the most recent 
political developments in Montenegro – e.g., elections, referendum, Constitution.  Ethnic 
Montenegrins also make associations with the political players in Montenegro – e.g., 
politicians, political parties, parliament – and many associations are connected to the leading 
party – DPS, which struck a note among all ethnicities – and its leader – Milo, among ethnic 
Montenegrins. 
 
PARLIAMENT – HOME OF POLITICAL DIALOGUE AND DISCORD:  The first reactions to 
mention of the Assembly of the Republic of Montenegro are overwhelming negative and 
dismissive.  Participants do not understand what MPs do in the Assembly and do not believe 
that their efforts are dedicated to representing the people.  A majority of participants believe 
that MPs “waste” time arguing among themselves about party or personal interests, instead of 
focusing on crucial economic issues for the benefit of the people who voted for them. 
 

They see it as an opportunity to present the problems rather than to solve them.  
(Female, Bijelo Polje)  
 
The only thing important to them is to dispute what others are saying…The problem 
is that nobody stands up for something that is important for Montenegro’s 
development…That is the problem, that we cannot agree that there is something more 
important than political and personal interests.  To put one real big goal before all 
those personal interests.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
They should be passing laws.  And, what is it that they are doing?…they never debate 
substantive issues.  They always discuss politics that should be dealt with by 
parliamentary committees and not the plenary sittings.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
It is clear to everyone that after so many years, they all sit together, drink and talk 
and debate with one another over some imposed theme…only to confuse people.  
(Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
A lot of time is spent on political issues, party discussions, petty politics.  They do not 
pay much attention to the interests of the people.  There are too many ‘rights of 
reply,’ personal attacks, intolerance and so on.  (Male, Berane) 
 
All those people in the parliament – I don’t know how many of them there are – after 
the session, they drink coffee and sit together.  They don’t care about us.  We should 
keep replacing them until we find the right people.   (Female, Podgorica) 
 
They bring up all the problems, but they do not solve any.  Every time an MP feels 
like it, he walks out of the session.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
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I sometimes have the impression that they are fueling differences and arguments only 
so they do not have to deal with crucial issues.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
When you watch them, they act as if they are the biggest enemies.  They enjoy doing 
that; but, when they leave the room, they work together.  (Female, Bijelo Polje)  

 
Given their negative opinions, participants of different ages, gender, ethnicities, and political 
affiliations say they no longer watch the live television broadcasts of parliamentary sittings.  
Participants who occasionally or regularly watch the parliamentary sittings on TV have a 
number of objections about parliament’s work and the prevailing atmosphere there, which 
they say is unworthy of such an institution.  
 

I do not watch it…I lost trust in MPs.  MPs work for their interest and do not care 
about people.  (Female, Berane) 
 
I watch it from time to time, and it reminds me of a theater performance.  They argue 
about irrelevant issues; I think that they have more important things to debate.  
(Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
It is a theater performance.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
I watched it many times, but I never understood what they were talking about.  One of 
them speaks, another replies, then the first replies to reply, and they never come to a 
conclusion.  (Female, Herceg Novi)  
 
I often watch it because it is interesting.  A bit comical.  I watch it out of curiosity…I 
know about 70 MPs.  Everyone knows the names of the MPs, but we get no use out of 
it.  It would be better if they were doing their job, and we did not know their names.  
(Male, Berane) 
 
If you ask me, parliament shouldn’t exist more than a minute.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
When the national anthem is played half of the MPs remain sitting and the other half 
stands up.  It is a very ugly scene.  They show no respect for the state.  I accept that 
they do not agree with some things, but, if the law requires them to stand up, then 
they should do it first and then try to change the law.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
They are far too vulgar; the parliament must be brought up to a certain standard. 
(Female, Nikšić) 

 
Many participants feel that MPs, whether governing or opposition – enjoy special privileges, 
which is why they are in parliament. 
 
 They are not motivated at all because there life is good.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 

People form governing parties live excellently, but people from the opposition also 
do.  They all have an apartment, a car, they travel to Rome, to Washington, and all 
their kids study abroad.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
...in the media, they say that some politician was at the Prayer Breakfast in 
Washington.  I think that that is not at all important, much more important is who 
paid for the trip, that trip is paid for from the taxes of our families, for them to do 
something...  (Female, Nikšić) 
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THE OPPOSITION:  Participants agree that the Montenegrin opposition is weak and does not 
behave in a constructive way – meaning that it does not bring up crucial economic issues or 
insist on solutions.  Although while participants understand that the opposition’s situation in 
parliament is difficult given the balance of forces there, they expect the opposition to criticize 
the government.  At the same time, they also expect the opposition to come up with solutions 
and help implement their solutions – or, to support a government-proposed solution if it 
resolves the problem and is in the interest of the Montenegrin people.  Participants do not 
think that the opposition should insist on personal and party animosities or take an obstructive 
approach to every government action and proposal.  
 

There is no state without opposition, but our opposition is very disputable.  (Female, 
Podgorica) 
 
You know what; if the opposition was good they would not have broken apart.  
(Female, Nikšić)  
 
I do not remember that they solved any problem.  To what have they contributed? 
What did they give to the government?  Did they ever say anything positive in those 
sessions: “Why don’t you try doing it this way?”  All they know how to do is argue, it 
is a theater performance and we are spectators.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
I think that most opposition politicians are completely incompetent.  They are 
excellent in arguments, and they want to share between them the leftovers of the DPS. 
I do not see any opposition politician who would be ready to take responsibility.  I do 
not see anyone who could lead this country better.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
They never suggested an economic program; all they do is fight for the Serbian 
language and find ways to offend Milo Djukanović.  They have never done anything 
else.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
They only know how to curse, to make promises to the people, to divide people, to fill 
their own pockets with money and not stand up for the national anthem.  If I were the 
Speaker, I would never let them participate again.  They must work on their behavior, 
civilized behavior.  (Female, Podgorica)  
 
They don’t have to hug one another, but they should not obstruct everything all the 
time either.  (Male, Nikšić) 

 
YOUTH IN POLITICS:  Most participants believe that young people should be given a 
chance not only in governing and political party structures, but also in Montenegrin society, 
in general.  The only participant skeptical about the greater involvement of young people in 
government and political parties explained that it was because “they had no experience.”  
 

Why not?  We need new ideas.  The existing politicians used to be young at the start 
of their political careers.  If they are capable and educated, why not?  (Female, 
Herceg Novi) 
 
I think that young people should come on the scene, people who are capable to deal 
with these issues…Young people are more aware of the problems, they have greater 
potential, they are more creative.  (Male, Nikšić)  
 
They do not have that socialist mentality.  (Male, Nikšić) 
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…young people are the ones who should start the process of civic reconciliation 
among us.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
I think that young people have gotten their chance in Montenegro.  Milo Djukanović 
was on TV the other day, and he spoke about how he was Prime Minister when he 
was 28 or 29 years old.  It means a lot, you know.  He said that it wasn’t easy to 
achieve that, but that he knew he could do it.  I am sure that he will give a chance to 
all the young people to do even bigger things.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 

WOMEN IN POLITICS:  Attitudes about the need for greater female participation in 
parliament and other positions of power is not as uniform as the attitude toward youth 
engagement.  While only a few participants say that the number of women in politics should 
not increase, saying they are “inexperienced” and only engage formally in politics, most 
stress that it is difficult for women to fight for important positions and, at the same time, be 
successful in all her other roles in the continuing patriarchal society of Montenegro.  They 
also note that the “female way” of doing things would be welcome in positions of power, but 
that it can place women and their families in an unfavorable position unless there are some 
other significant changes in gender relations in other spheres of life – especially private life.   
 

It is not possible. This is just to satisfy the minimum requirements.  They are simply 
not in position to do that.  If you are a woman, you simply can’t overstep a man and 
that’s that.  (Female, Berane) 
 
It would be much better for Montenegro if women assumed a little bit more important 
role in politics.  Why is that?  I think that women are much more honest in terms of 
work, their motherhood makes them behave motherly with all the people.  They 
always ask themselves, “How would I feel if somebody did that to my child?” before 
taking any action.  They are harder to bribe; they are less slimy; and, I would be 
happy if their numbers increased by another 20 percent.   (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
I think that they should be given a chance to be active in all sectors; they are much 
more relaxed decision makers.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Women are stronger than men, women are more patient than men.  As mothers, 
women are more interested than men to create conditions for a better future.  
(Female, Nikšić) 
 
Women are more sensitive, they see better what our needs are, and I think that that is 
good.   (Female, Nikšić) 
 
Women have more positive energy.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
…women think better.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Because of their obligations to the family, women do not have as much time as men 
for a career.  (Female, Bijelo Polje)  
 
I think that it is not possible to reconcile those two jobs.  The role of a housewife and 
mother and that of a politician do not go together well because women are 
responsible for their families and work interferes with marriage.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
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F. THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
 
As previously mentioned, participants expect a lot from Montenegro’s independence and 
hope that the government can achieve its campaign promises.  Only a few participants expect 
results in a period of less than five years; most understand that it will take time and some note 
progress already, including a new candidate for prime minister.  However, participants 
remain cautious and are not willing to celebrate too soon because their hopes have been 
betrayed more than once in the past.  Opponents of the current governing forces are more 
pessimistic about everything, including about the current and future work of the Montenegrin 
government.  
 

Hard feelings between the people, the whole country is divided. Ok, there is some sort 
of trend in politics to mend the differences a bit.   (Male, Berane) 
 
It is good that the ruling coalition is beginning to show some level of tolerance on the 
issue of the national anthem.  Some people who have created divisions are slowly 
stepping aside.  That is really good….  (Male, Berane)  
 
Every year priorities are set, but there is no use of that; nothing.  Every year, they 
just repeat it and repeat, but nothing ever happens.  (Female, Berane)  
 
The Montenegrin political scene has changed when nobody expected it to happen.  I 
think that there is hope that things will change now that new leaders are emerging.   
The politicians who were in control over the past 17 years have now moved into the 
shadows and there exists a chance for a new direction, a new change.  Probably, the 
new candidate for prime minister will select a team of people who have no burdens 
from the past.  (Male, Nikšić)  
 
…of course, it is better than it was before.  But, only six months have passed, it is too 
soon.  More time needs to pass for everything to be better and for standards to be 
better…  (Male, Berane) 
 
Because, to tell you the truth, they promised a lot, but they haven’t fulfilled many of 
those promises so people no longer know what to believe in.  We cannot believe in 
their promises.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 

“HERE’S A HAND”:  In general, participants believe that the ruling coalition should extend 
its hand – in the interest of Montenegro and its people – to other political groups regardless of 
their current political position or their stand on the referendum.  In principle, participants can 
see that DPS and SDP try to leave the impression that they are ready to act that way, but 
participants differ about how sincere their behavior is. 
  

I think that they should extend a hand even to those parties who were against 
independence…it is all in the past, we must agree abut how to move forward in the 
interest of prosperity and development.  (Male, Nikšić)  
 
They must open up to everyone; independence was their primary goal, but why have 
internal divisions, why insist on that anymore?  (Female, Nikšić)  
 
We now have an independent state.  If we want to move towards Europe…if we 
continue with ethnic or other divisions, we won’t become a part of Europe.  (Male, 
Berane) 
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I hope that that is how it is going to be.  Any other solution than that the government 
and opposition work together on crucial issues would be bad.  (Male, Berane) 

 
Some participants have no doubts about the sincerity of the ruling coalition, saying that all 
their actions since independence show that they are open for cooperation.  
 

You know why I think that they are honest?  Because he (Milo Djukanović) stepped 
down at the moment when it was most necessary for people to reconcile.  He could 
have extended his hand, but the opposition would not have accepted it.  (Male, 
Berane) 
 
I think that they are honest, they are open for dialogue on all crucial laws and 
issues…  (Male, Berane) 
 
They are politicians, we cannot expect them to reach common ground; it is all about 
making compromise and giving concessions, and I think that an agreement will be 
reached.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Željko’s appointment7 is the best example.  The opposition thinks he is great; they did 
not find a single flaw in his background, except that he is from the ruling coalition.  I 
think that the chance was given to everyone to cooperate with the new premier- 
designate.  “Take our hand, here is an honorable, honest man; here is a chance to 
work.”  (Male, Nikšić) 

 
Others believe that the slogan of the ruling coalition is hypocritical and that it will not extend 
a hand to everyone although they should.  Also, these skeptics suggest that DPS and SDP 
should practice what they preach if they want to dispel mistrust. 
 

It is just a mask they put on for the sake of other countries, for the rest of the world.  
(Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
They have been giving us their hand ever since the end of the Kosovo war in 1995 or 
‘96.  Milo extended his hand to us, but it was always empty.  Actually, full of hopes 
and lies, but nothing substantial.  (Male, Tuzi)  
 
If they really gave us their hand, every child would have been employed; but they 
gave their hand to those who already had all they needed.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
When they promise something, they should keep their word.  Let them get started.  
(Female, Nikšić) 

 
Generally, participants do not believe that Milo Djukanović has truly withdrawn from 
politics; they believe that he will maintain the influence that he has had for years.  While 
some pro-government participants believe that it is good that he remains politically active, 
anti-government participants view his behavior as another “government trick.”  Pro-
government participants believe that even such a withdrawal is good because it opens the way 
to overcome the existing animosities and establish future cooperation between ruling and 
opposition parties, as well as for a reconciliation of the people.  
 

His men are still in power, nothing has changed.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
                                            
7 At the time of the focus groups, the President had appointed Željko Šturanović as premier-designate, giving 
him a mandate to form a government. 
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He stepped down, but such a man can never withdraw.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
I think that he withdrew only from public life, but that he still pulls the strings from 
the shadows.  (Female, Nikšić)  
 
Media report on Milo Djukanović every day, he pulls the strings…he did not 
withdraw from his party, and political parties are the key players.  (Male, Herceg 
Novi) 
 
Is he gone?  We do not believe in it.  (Female, Berane) 
 
It is all the same.  He is no longer the Prime Minister, but everyone knows that he 
pulls the strings.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
I don’t expect any major changes.  His party is still in power, and he is still the party 
president.  He will continue to have a lot of influence…nothing will change in the way 
in which this country is governed and that is good.  (Female, Herceg Novi)  
 
I definitely think that things will improve if he really stepped down, if he really 
withdrew.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
He has attracted a lot of animosity from one side of the people and so it is good – it is 
surely very smart – to withdraw because space opened to overcome some differences.  
For new people to come, perhaps, with more expertise in the economy, because now 
there are not so many questions.  It will relax our political scene, I hope that the 
people will reconcile a little bit, as well.  (Male, Berane)  

 
EURO-ATLANTIC INTEGRATION:  Participants are divided on the issue of the importance 
of Montenegro’s membership in the European Union (EU).  Nobody doubts that 
Montenegro’s future was in the EU.  But, many say that the most important aspect of the 
process of European integration is the adoption of its values, its standards, and its way of 
functioning – i.e., as a legal state.  These participants expect the fundamental change of 
attitude necessary for successful European integration will be difficult for Montenegro and 
that it may take a long time. 
 

It is very important, not joining the European Union itself, but adopting the standards 
of EU member countries.  It is less important whether we will be a formal member or 
not, but those standards are more than important.  (Male, Berane) 
 
Here, we should make deep-rooted changes.  For example, we all want to get into the 
European Union, and we are not aware of any of the things we need to do to get 
there.  For example, we are an ecological state, and nobody respects that because 
nobody cares where they’ll throw their trash.  In Europe, you cannot see the trash or 
cigarette butts on the streets.  That’s culture, those are the things that we should 
change at the roots.  We should change the consciousness of the people and then to 
get to work…it will take a long time.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
We first have to fix the situation in the country, to eradicate corruption in state 
bodies, customs administration, and health care.  When we fix all that, we won’t talk 
so much about whether we will become a member country. (Male, Herceg Novi) 
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We have to work hard in order to get into the EU.  We have to reach a certain level in 
order to be accepted into the European Union.  When we reach that level, we will get 
into EU without any problems.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
It means…some standards, laws…more effective social protection programs.  (Male, 
Tuzi) 
 
We must first sort out the situation in the country – in a legal sense and in every other 
sense – and, then, we need to start thinking about the European Union.  We are 
already in Europe, but we must do something for the people and for the country.  It is 
easy to talk.  (Male, Nikšić)  

 
Others opposed to the current government like the process of European integration because it 
means that Montenegro will have an outside supervisor to force it to do that which it would 
normally try to avoid, i.e., to respect and implement its laws. 
 

We need the EU because it will supervise things that go on in Montenegro.  (Male, 
Nikšić) 
 
Just the fact that we will be subject to more control…from one or more countries and 
foreign institutions…there will be more monitoring and they’ll make us fulfill some 
conditions – that will be positive.  (Male, Berane) 
 

A third group expects membership to solve most of the country’s socio-economic problems; 
while, a fourth group – made up of those opposed to the current government – expect the 
costs to be high. 
 

It is normal that Montenegro wants to become a member; and, God willing, it soon 
will.  Because Europe is Europe, you cannot move on without Europe, it is a must.  
(Male, Tuzi)  
 
The European Union offers a better standard of living, the creation of many new jobs, 
a lot of investment into Montenegro, and – what is most important – higher salaries.  
(Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
It will be easier for us to access loans.  Housing problems will be solved, and the 
living standard will be the same as in other European countries.  Life will be more 
pleasant and easier as soon as we become a member state.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
I do not know why it is so important that we join the European Union, what happens 
after that?  What will happen, I do not know, what?  I would be able to travel to 
Paris.  But, if I do not have money, I won’t go anyway.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
Some people will be earning more, but the number of poor will grow.  Here, we still 
have some social protection, but there, in the west, it is much more radical.  Here, 
there are still no people sleeping next to waste containers, except for mentally ill.  
But, out in the beautiful wide world, it is normal to see people sleeping in bus stops or 
next to waste containers.  (Female, Berane) 
 
You know when we will be ready for the European Union?  When we agree to work 
the whole day for 5 €.  That is when they will let us join…only if we agree to be cheep 
labor?  (Female, Berane) 
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In terms of NATO and Partnership for Peace (PfP), only a few participants distinguish 
between membership in PfP and NATO, understanding that the former is a step toward the 
latter.  At the same time, only a few participants support membership in these military 
alliances.  Participants supporting membership see PfP and NATO as related to EU 
membership, as well as organizations that will support the modernization and 
professionalization of the Montenegrin army.  
 

Of course, we should join Partnership for Peace and NATO if we are to join the 
European Union.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
It is a good thing, that Partnership for Peace Program; the best is that it requires 
professionalization of the army.  (Male, Berane) 
 
The level of training is also an important factor related to membership in the 
Partnership for Peace Program or NATO…Not even to mention modernization of the 
army.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 

 
Still, most participants do not understand the benefit of membership in these organizations 
and fear that the Montenegrin Army will not be an equal partner in PfP and NATO and that 
its soldiers, therefore, will be sent to conflicts currently underway. 
 

I am not for NATO membership because I see what they do…they destroy everything 
they touch.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
It means nothing to me.  I find it funny that they insist so much on NATO membership.  
What for?  What use will we have of that?  To send soldiers to be slaughtered in 
Iraq?  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
They will make you go, they will require Montenegro to send thousands of soldiers on 
peacekeeping missions.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
But it would not be peacekeeping, but rather war missions.  Frontlines – that is their 
goal.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
It makes no sense to me that Montenegrins go to fight there; they would be doing it 
for the benefit of others.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
It is all politics.  I would not go to war again even if my house was on fire.  (Male, 
Herceg Novi) 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES:  Most participants agree with the government’s 
economic development program, based on development of tourism, small- and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and agriculture.  Depending on the location of a specific focus group, 
participants select one of these three economic sectors as the most prosperous and suitable.  
All groups share the opinion that Montenegro never lacks good plans, but that the problem 
always has been their implementation.  Participants give a number of proposals that they 
believe can assist the government in implementing the economic development program 
successfully.  
 

It is an excellent strategy if they find someone to implement it.  (Female, Herceg 
Novi) 
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I think that development is possible, but they should not focus only on that.  So far, 
development of the tourist industry focused only on the south.  It is important that 
there is now an understanding that we must not stop at that, that we have to move 
further than that.  (Female, Bijelo Polje)  
 
It is not tourism; it is small- and medium-sized companies. But, workers must be 
protected.  (Male, Berane) 

 
 Tourism:  All participants agree that Montenegro has great tourist potential and that, 
given the size of its population, the country can live on tourism.  They are proud to have a 
country with such natural wealth and beauty and hope that the development of tourism will 
help preserve its environment.  However, they say that the potential has not been used well in 
the past, that most of the old tourist capacities (primarily, the large hotels) have been 
destroyed over the past decade, and that infrastructure (primarily, the road network, but also 
the water supply and garbage removal systems) are not in good enough condition.  Because 
of that, there is a need to turn toward planned development in these areas and, above all, to 
ensure that invested effort and money returns to the tourist sector mostly by ensuring strict 
application of laws, especially the law on taxes. 
 

Nothing has been invested in those hotels, they are just used up – and, it has been 
years.  Those hotels are 30 years old, and we just use and exhaust them to the 
greatest possible extent.  (Male, Herceg Novi)  
 
First, I would return to the money from tourism that I think has not been returned to 
where it belongs.  Our roads are in horrible condition...  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
We need to train people.  Herceg Novi always has problems with water during the 
summer. You can’t attract guests here if they have to wake up at 6:00 in the morning 
to get water.  (Female, Herceg Novi)  
 
It is a good strategy if we just use it in the right way.  When you asked before: is there 
any bright spot?  It could be tourism if the capital reaches the right hands.  
Montenegro can live on tourism, our people can have a decent living standard after 
political problems are resolved and when the financial support comes into the right 
hands.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
We have a lot of natural resources and beauty that must be used in the right way.  I 
agree that we need the right people to do it the right way.  I am sure that there are a 
few who can carry out that idea.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
We have garbage dumps on practically every corner; it is horrible.  Those aren’t 
dumps at all, but people just look for a convenient place to leave their garbage and 
use it.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
  

Participants believe that tourist development has concentrated only on the south of the 
country and that initiatives for its development in the north are still only in the early stages. 
However, participants note that the process has started and that this sector of the economy 
can be an important, additional – but, not primary – source of income for the northern 
municipalities.  Still, some participants (those who are fiercely opposed to the current 
government and generally more skeptical in judging Montenegro’s potential for future 
successful development) doubt that plans for development of mountain tourism – even if they 
are carried out – will contribute to a better living standard for the people in the north.  
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As far as the north is concerned…these are just at the beginning.  Even mountain 
tourism is at the start; they just began to work on that maybe two years ago insofar as 
I’m informed.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Concerning tourism, they talk about northern Montenegro; there is phenomenal 
potential.  A Switzerland and a Austria, they live from winter tourism.  We have these 
mountains where it is possible to make ski centers, but their priority is the coast and 
coastal tourism.  They will never do anything in the north.  The division is between 
the rich south and the poor north – that is how it has been and that is how it will 
always be.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
They promised that, here in Bjelasica, there would be some sort of tourist site; they 
even made some roads.  Then, people from the political structures occupied the place 
where there should have been that center; they occupied those lots and took them; 
they usurped the land.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 

 
 Small- and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs):  While older participants insist that 
the best way to jumpstart the economy and generate new jobs is to recover and re-start the big 
industrial conglomerates, younger participants perceive that the future will be in the 
development of SMEs.  They also have a positive opinion of the government’s program in 
cooperation with private banks to support self-employment.  However, some participants 
believe that not everyone has access to the program and that, in addition to the many tough 
required credit conditions (mortgage and guarantees), participation often depends on political 
affiliation and the use of informal channels.  In contrast, a few participants believe that the 
main problem is that most of those interested in the program do not understand that 
competitiveness – and, not socio-economic vulnerability – is the main condition and that the 
program is a commercial, and not a welfare, program.  
 

No, no, no…we do not have access to self-employment loans.  You have to have a 
mortgage; you have to have something.  (Male, Herceg Novi)  
 
Even loan underwriters need to receive their salaries through accounts at that bank.  
(Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
The state gives to those who already have something.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
No, we have no access to it.  I inquired about a self-employment loan last year in 
person…the man, I know him personally, he told me honestly: ‘Mirsad, do not waste 
your time.  Don’t waste your time.  This is just a farce.  Only a few people will get it.’  
(Male, Tuzi) 
 
You didn’t have a business plan; it is the the Employment Agency that you need to 
convince.  You need to convince the bank because when the bank sees a good 
business plan they’ll give you a loan.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 

Still, participants believe that a serious criticism of this credit program is that the loan size is 
insufficient for starting a business.  Also, there is no coordination between different phases of 
the program so that, often, people who secure loan successfully start or develop their 
business, and produce a certain product but cannot find a market for their product and, thus, 
cannot work successfully.  
 

I think that the loan funds are insufficient.  People get 6,000 € for self-employment, 
and they must give a fortune to the municipality for some taxes and electricity and 
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water permits.  The loans can’t cover those costs – let alone build a facility and fill it 
with goods.  The loans are insufficient for that purpose.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
You can get between 5,000 and 10,000 €.  What can you do with 5,000 €?  Start a 
business?!  What kind of business?  Where?  Someone would already have to have a 
facility built or something like that.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
Self-employment loans would be welcome only if the people wanted to produce….But 
even if they did want to produce, they can’t sell the products.  (Female, Berane) 
 
In the end, people are forced to give it away for free to whomever comes: “Here, take 
some of this.”  Their business fails…It is not organized.  They get a loan and start 
production, but they are forced to stop working in the middle of the process.  
(Female, Nikšić)  

 
In addition, participants point out that there needs to be tougher controls prior to approving 
the credit and borrowers need to be supervised strictly to ensure that they use the funding in 
accordance with the terms of the loan.  While each discussion group includes someone who 
knows someone who has gotten a loan, few participants know of cases in which the loan 
funds are used for approved purposes and even fewer know that the loans are used to start or 
develop a successful business.  Thus, participants judge the experiences so far to be 
unfavorable and believe that the program has not produced results yet that can contribute to 
Montenegro’s development and improved standards of living.  
 

Most people who get the loan through the Employment Bureau…they are supposed to 
employ 10 people from the Employment Bureau, but they employ their cousins, 
friends, and ‘godfathers/godmothers’…they don’t start with the business activity for 
which their loan was approved.  Most take loans for cattle-breeding and, then, use 
the money for other activities.  (Male, Berane) 
 
Not a single small- or medium-sized enterprise in Berane is doing the work for which 
it got the loans.  People took money and spent it.  (Female, Berane) 
 
They bought cars.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
There was a certain type of credit that, if you employed two people from the 
Employment Bureau, you could get a loan of some 5-6,000 €.  But, it wasn’t written 
anywhere how long you had to keep them so those people worked for some five or six 
months.  Just for the paperwork – and, that’s it.  (Male, Berane) 

 
 Agriculture:  Although the conditions for agriculture in some parts of Montenegro are 
considered extremely good, participants do not think that the state sufficiently supports this 
economic sector.  Above all, first mention is of the lack of regulation in this sector.  Namely, 
the disrespect for or absence of legal regulations, especially those that regulate issues of 
protection of agricultural products, resulting in uncontrolled imports.  Such imports present a 
problem in the placement of domestic products because of the large number of imports of 
agricultural products even during the harvest season in Montenegro.  Some of the imported 
products are duty free and, thus, represent disloyal competition with domestic products.  

 
Montenegro could develop agriculture; we should invest more to stimulate 
agricultural production.  There are plenty of markets…but the problem is…imports.  
Imported goods are cheaper than domestic products.  The government must do 
something about it.  (Male, Tuzi) 
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There is no protection.  I should be protected as a farmer, as a private producer in 
agriculture; my produce first must be protected and then others’…we have all 
necessary conditions, but the state does not let us develop.  At least until a year ago.  
(Male, Tuzi) 

 
The placement of agricultural products is perceived to be the biggest obstacle.  Participants 
conclude that it will be impossible to revive agriculture in areas where it has been 
traditionally the leading economic sector or to spread its development to other parts of 
Montenegro unless the state guarantees certain conditions.   These circumstances include a 
place to sell produced agriculture goods, the assured and organized procurement of crops, 
expanded processing capacities as most agricultural products now have to be sold fresh or rot, 
and an end to the limited markets brought about by the large number of imported agricultural 
products.  

 
If only people could somehow sell what they produce; the mushrooms they produce; 
the raspberries they produce; or any other product.  They go from house to house 
selling it…and, still, we import all those products, nicely packed and all, and all of us 
buy these imported goods.  (Female, Berane) 
 
I work; when I get home, I work in agriculture…I produce a lot, but I have nowhere 
to sell my products.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
You know what happened to agriculture in the north?  Some people came one day 
and began planting raspberries.  Then, others came and encouraged some people to 
produce snails – again, in the villages.  What happened? Those people who brought 
other people into that work – they sold them seeds, hotbeds and reproduction 
materials.  They took everything from them and, when the people were drawn into the 
work, when the farms started to function, and the produce was almost ready, the 
products could not be sold.  There was no market, no guaranteed repurchase.  (Male, 
Bijelo Polje)  
 
They blackmail him: “Today it is fresh,” tomorrow it isn’t.  And, they never pay him.8 
(Male, Bijelo Polje)  
 
We have to open up.  Because then, we produce and we find someone to whom we can 
sell it.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
Maybe it would be good to establish better cooperation between agriculture and 
tourism because we import a lot of products, and there is no need for that.  (Female, 
Bijelo Polje)  
 
Our grapes, our wine, our ham – why aren’t we exporting it?  (Female, Podgorica) 

 
Finally, participants stress that there has been little investment in agriculture until recently.  
The result is outdated and broken agricultural machinery and infrastructure, in general.  There 
is a need for large start-up investments, but the available credit lines most often do not offer 
long-term loans with grace periods and favorable interest rates.  
 

                                            
8 The speaker is saying that the buyer decides if the milk is fresh or not and in that way avoids paying the 
farmer. 
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Agricultural production hasn’t been modernized; everything is divided; there is no 
association of farmers; there are no subsidies.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
For agriculture, we need machinery.  (Female, Berane) 
 
To get to the end product – I mean to the fruit from the land – you need to invest a 
lot…how much money is needed to dig a well from which you can irrigate?  If the 
state does not support you, there is no way that you can do it.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
The loans they provide are so small that you cannot buy anything.  That is one thing. 
Another thing is that loans are given to those who are politically correct.  But, for 
those who have all the conditions for developing agriculture well – if they are not in 
the ruling party – they won’t get anything.  (Male, Bijelo Polje)  
 
The government pushes agricultural development, but, in my understanding, I don’t 
think that they invest enough funds.  The loans don’t really help people because, in a 
period of 3-5 years, there is no grace period of one or two years.  A guy can’t begin 
production with a loan of 5-10,000 € – or I don’t know how much – because he has to 
pay back the credit in the first year.  In that way, the guy finds himself in crisis 
because he can’t immediately return the loan.  In the end, they force him to sell his 
assets or his land.  (Male, Berane) 

 
Participants also believe that no one will be interested in agriculture unless the state provides 
proper infrastructure in (and to) rural areas and takes measures to change the social 
perception of agriculture.  The to-date social marginalization of agriculture has contributed to 
the depopulation of villages as most villagers have moved already to urban areas (especially, 
former big industrial zones).  As a result, mostly elderly people, who have no strength for 
agricultural production, inhabit the villages now.  Due to years of neglect, participants say 
that people do not really believe that that they can live on agriculture.  They think that the 
government needs to provide incentives to make it a potentially profitable activity that can 
provide Montenegrins and their families both economic security and a respectable social 
status.  
 

They want people to return.  Now, because…there is lots of poverty, they want to 
return them to villages and keep them there.  But, people have sold everything 
already and moved to the cities because of companies.  (Male, Berane) 
 
They must provide some conditions for agricultural development.  There are no roads 
to the villages, there are villages where there is not even a meter of paved asphalt. 
When the rain or snow is heavy, they are cut off from the rest of the world; there is no 
way to reach those villages.  As long as that does not change, people will not return 
to the villages.  It was difficult to get the people to move to the cities; it will be even 
more difficult to chase them out.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
With us, people look on agriculture as a miserable profession because there is no real 
awareness about agriculture.  Very little is invested and very little is said about it.  
They invest much more in tourism and other sectors.  (Female, Bijelo Polje)   

 
At the same time, participants in the group discussion in Tuzi point out that, despite all the 
previously mentioned obstacles, government efforts to date have started paying off and that 
this agricultural season was far more successful than in previous years.  
 

…This year agriculture began a little bit…  (Male, Tuzi) 
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This year was better than last year.  I saw that.  Whoever produced said, “This year 
was good.”  (Male, Tuzi) 
 

PLANS FOR PROFESSIONAL ARMY:  Feelings about the decision to abolish compulsory 
military service in Montenegro are generally negative.  Most feel bad about it and consider it 
to be a mistake, although there were some that welcome the decision.  It is interesting that 
advocates of both opinions are found across different groups of participants (different ages, 
gender, ethnicities and political beliefs). 
 
Those who consider it to be a mistake base their opinion on respect for traditional values 
where military service was perceived as a maturity test for male children and did not burden 
Montenegrin citizens too much.  Also, these participants regret that the traditional “sendoff 
parties” for boys who join the army that has long been a part of Montenegrin culture will 
become extinct.  There is also fear of a possible attack on Montenegro and the assumption 
that its citizens will not know how to defend it.   
 

I think that it is the only obligation men have; women have the obligation to give 
birth, and men to serve in the army.  (Female, Bijelo Polje)  
 
About the army, I feel as if my heart has been ripped out.  (Female, Berane) 
 
Montenegro should keep the compulsory military service.  It isn’t necessary that we 
have a professional army.  That should not be a problem.  (Male, Berane) 
 
I think that it is a mistake…if they did not get discipline at home, they got used to it 
there; they learned to respect rules.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
It used to be a scandal if somebody did not serve in the army, such men were 
considered unfit…they could not get married.  (Female, Berane) 
 
And, the sendoff parties, some people might be sorry that that has become extinct.  
(Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
I think that each citizen should feel the obligation to learn something.  What if a war 
breaks out tomorrow, they will not know how to handle a gun.  What then? (Male, 
Herceg Novi) 

 
While most participants know that the lack of funding has had a negative impact on the army 
and that reforms are necessary, they still believe that the decision to abolish compulsory 
military service is unreasonable and rushed and that it would be better to shorten its duration 
and enable civilian service.  
 

The Army is part of our tradition; there is no state without an army.  Why have 
professional soldiers, shouldn’t everyone receive training?...Some substantial 
changes and reforms were needed, but not to abolish it.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Compulsory military service should have been shortened to six months, and people 
should have been given a chance to serve in a hospital, in the civilian environment. 
That would not have been a bad solution…it is better for a man to go.  (Male, 
Berane) 
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It would have been all right if they had shortened it to six months, to let the boys get 
military experience.  Three months even, as long as they would have gone through it.  
(Female, Berane) 

 
Participants who support the decision believe that compulsory military service is a waste of 
time, that “we do not need an army if it is not going to be proper,” that there will be no new 
wars, and that, even if war breaks out, there will be enough people to defend Montenegro.  
 

I am more than glad that compulsory military service has been abolished.  (Male, 
Berane) 
 
I feel good about it.  (Female, Berane) 
 
I think that it is good, they can use that year in a better way; and, if somebody is 
attracted to the army, he can go to the Military or Policy Academy.  (Female, Bijelo 
Polje) 
 
We have not had an army for two years already – or something like that.  It was 
expensive and ate money; it is good that it has been abolished…A conscript comes 
and you cannot give him what he needs.  Let us not play games.  Either you have the 
army or you don’t.  If you can’t afford it, then abolish it.  It is better that way.  (Male, 
Herceg Novi) 
 
I think that the time of wars is over.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
We are a small country; we can hardly defend ourselves against anyone, even if we 
had to.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
I personally think that it is good; if a war broke out, there would be enough men 
willing to take up a gun.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 

 
G. NEW LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN MONTENEGRO 
 
BERANE:  Opinions of participants in Berane about why the previous local government lost 
the elections differ depending on ethnicity.  Bosniak/Muslim participants believe that it is 
because it did not do its job for the benefit of all people of Berane.  Even though they 
acknowledge that funding for the municipality was insufficient because opposition parties 
were in government, these participants say that it did not spend in the right way even the 
small amount it had.  They also say the economy had decayed, unemployment kept 
increasing, infrastructure programs were selected based on the political and ethnic affiliation 
of the people they would affect, and other municipal services had been unsatisfactory.  
Participants provide examples to show that even supporters of the previous government were 
dissatisfied with its work.  
 

Great dissatisfaction among the people is the reason they lost the elections.  They did 
not do anything.  If something needs to be done, it does not matter if you are in power 
or in opposition.  As far as I know, not a single factory had been opened here over the 
past 15 years nor had anything good been achieved.  (Male, Berane) 
 
Where are city lights, where are the roads, where are so many, many things?  I know 
people who supported the other party or who were…pro-union in the referendum.  
But, when the time came for the next elections, they said they were going to change 
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the local government.  It is because there was no investment in Berane, nothing.  
(Male, Berane) 
 
The previous authorities were completely inefficient, the change was more than 
necessary.  The municipality was in very bad condition, municipal services had been 
expensive, inaccessible.  The system was bad.  (Male, Berane) 
 
They functioned like this – e.g., he is Marko, go finish that for him, and he is Mujo, do 
not help him.  (Male, Berane) 
 

The Serbian women from Berane stress that privatization decisions in Berane had been bad, 
saying that they had been made on purpose so that some individuals could take the money for 
themselves.  As a result, major companies that Berane’s economy used to rely on have been 
ruined.  Asked about the main reason the local government changed, the women do not 
accept that it is due to people’s dissatisfaction and, instead, conclude that it was due to 
election fraud.  
 

All the companies were brought to the edge of destruction.  It was all done to prepare 
them for sale, to sell them cheap if somebody decides to buy.  (Female, Berane) 
 
They did favors for one another; that is what it was all about.  (Female, Berane) 
 
It was so obvious that the referendum was fixed and, then, probably because of 
inertia, the elections were fixed…  (Female, Berane) 

 
Although cautious because of disappointment with political parties and politicians, 
Bosniak/Muslim participants in Berane believe that the municipality will move forward now 
that the ruling parties at the national level have come to power in Berane.  While hope is 
based on the expectation that the national government will provide support to the local 
government, hope is also due to the new mayor who is judged to be a person who can bridge 
the divisions and contribute significantly to “customer-oriented” municipal services.  
 

His chances are greater; we will see what he will do.  (Male, Berane) 
 
I think that a great step forward has been taken.  Candidates included a man who had 
ruled for eight years and a new guy who even secured the support of the opposition.  
It shows that he will do better for this city. (Male, Berane)  
 
The new mayor visited and met with us immediately after the elections.  (Male, 
Berane) 
 
New people have come to power; we will see where they will lead us.  They have 
good will, just like beginners always do, but we will see how much will they do.  And, 
our needs are great, really great.  We hope for the better…it is sometimes enough 
that they ask you how you are doing…and not turn their heads away from you to 
show no interest.  (Male, Berane)   
 

In contrast, female participants do not expect significant improvements of the situation in 
Berane, and, instead, think that the new authorities will work in the interest of their political 
supporters and not for the well-being of all people.  
 

No chance that it will be better.  (Female, Berane) 
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They will fulfill promises given to some of the people.  Expectations of some people 
most certainly will be met.  (Female, Berane) 

 
BIJELO POLJE:  Unlike in Berane where participants of different ethnicities had different 
opinions about the local government, there is much less disagreement among participants in 
Bijelo Polje.  Serbian men from Bijelo Polje find it hard to praise the municipal authorities, 
but they cannot deny that there have been some positive achievements.  Their objections 
mainly relate to the use of personal contacts to obtain some services and neglect of rural 
communities.  The young Montenegrin women highly assess the work of the local 
government – above all, because the mayor is “the right man in the right place.”9  Above all, 
participants appreciate the visible investments into the municipality (primarily, the city), but 
also mention the mayor’s concern for the well-being of the people (as was the case in 
Berane). 
 

I think that we can brag about that. You must have heard that our mayor is more than 
good.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
We agree.  The right man in the right place.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
The difference is really felt.  He worked on everything, really everything I would keep 
him for 100 years.  We are highly satisfied.  Not only does he work on developing the 
city, he also pays attention to every person in Bijelo Polje.  (Female, Bijelo Polje)  
 
The only example of when they all worked well is when that train accident happened, 
I don’t know about the rest.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
You know how it is in Montenegro; local authorities aren’t asked about much, the 
center is…I think that we can agree that our local authorities are not hated because 
people see that they are doing what they must do.  I even think that they would do 
some things differently if they had their say.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
I don't know, every village has two or three people who are directly connected with 
the local authorities and who can finish business in the municipality.  If you criticize 
them, then you can't get anything from them.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
  
The mayor is good, we all like it when are streets are nice.  But, it takes a horse to get 
to the village from Bistrica.  (Male, Bijelo Polje) 
 
It would be nice if they paid some attention to villages, not only the city.  (Male, 
Bijelo Polje) 

 
HERCEG NOVI:  Participants in both group discussions in Herceg Novi point out that the 
government does not have much funding, but that it uses what little it has well.  In contrast to 
other groups, where the quality of municipal authorities is seen as the result of the mayor’s 
effort, participants here and in Nikšić talk about municipal authorities, in general.  While the 
poor road network is considered Herceg Novi’s greatest problem, local authorities are not 
blamed for doing nothing to improve it.  The blame is placed on national authorities as it is 
believed that they invest in other – politically correct areas – primarily, Podgorica.  Still, 

                                            
9 In most groups, the phrase “the right man in the right place” came up in discussion about conditions needed for 
Montenegro to move forward.  But, it is only in this case that it is used in the present tense, i.e., to describe 
someone who is already in power.  
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participants in the group of Montenegrin women conclude that it is normal to have priorities 
and that Herceg Novi likely will have “its turn” soon. 
 

They are excellent…they finish many tasks.  They do a lot of work.  The city is much 
cleaner now than it was last year.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
Considering how much money they have, we are satisfied. They do not have 
much…all the money goes to Podgorica and other Montenegrin cities where the 
opposition does not rule.  They are working.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
What kind of tourist city does not have big entry way, a normal one for those who 
visit our city most often?…Croatia is much more attractive to somebody from Bosnia, 
the roads are better; some services are even cheaper there.  The road to Trebinje is 
horrible.  It is not normal, but they have not wanted to fix that road for years.  All the 
money is sent up,10 while hotels decay here.  This town is sinking deeper and deeper 
as the years pass.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
The capital city of a country should look like a world city.  Now, they will probably 
pay attention to these other cities, I would say that it is logical.  (Female, Herceg 
Novi)  
 

NIKŠIĆ:  Although they are dissatisfied with the economic situation in Nikšić, participants in 
the groups there do not have strong emotions about the quality of their local government.  It 
would probably be best to say that participant opinions of their municipal authorities are 
“ambivalent.”  At the same time, they are blamed for working without a plan, employing too 
many, poorly qualified or incompetent people, extending insufficient support to families 
affected by the explosion in Vir,11 and mistakes made in the building of the new bus station.  
 

They used to be in opposition, but nothing has changed since they came to power.  
Nothing happens.  Nikšić does not receive much funding, and all the old economic 
giants are in chaos.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
They are not contributing enough money for the Nikšić budget.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
They received the money, but in another way; so much money that they could build 
Nikšić anew, but it hasn’t been used to satisfy the real needs.  (Female, Nikšić)  
 
It is good that new infrastructure is being built, but it is bad because…there are 50 
families in Vir, I think, who still live in tents, whose houses have not been repaired, 
and they are literally freezing.  That is why I think that it is bad.  (Male, Nikšić)  
 
I think that the authorities in Nikšić, as well as in all other municipalities, should act 
as if they were working for their own family…there should be an expert team doing 
things in the right manner – not paving a street with asphalt one day, only to dig it up 
the next…or making a bus station but with such a low ceiling that buses can’t pull in.  
(Male, Nikšić) 
 
That is the problem.  What needs to be done?  Only professional people who can do 
the job right should be contracted.  (Male, Nikšić)  

                                            
10 “Sent up” refers to sending revenue to the central government in Podgorica. 
11  During the summer, a munitions warehouse near the town of Vir exploded, leaving 1,000 houses damaged or 
destroyed.  
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Instead of investing in infrastructure, they use the money to pay salaries to public 
servants.  Many of them have nothing to do.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 

PODGORICA:  Participants from Podgorica are highly satisfied with their local authorities, 
saying the mayor has contributed the most to the city’s development.  However, they say that 
that is not enough because residents of Podgorica should live a life worthy of a European 
metropolis – now that their city looks like one.  
 

These bridges are beautiful, these streets are beautiful, it is all beautiful, but it is not 
beautiful when you see a child digging through garbage in search of clothes or shoes; 
that is very ugly.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
I talk with respect about our mayor…he did more for Podgorica than all of his 
predecessors put together.  He made something out of Podgorica; he changed it 
completely.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
Although he did a lot for this city...  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
He – for sure – is the right man in the right place.  (Female, Podgorica) 

 
TUZI:  Participants in Tuzi say that they are happy to have gotten the status of a city 
municipality, but that it is still too early to say what effect it will have on them, especially 
since city municipality is a new level of government whose rights and duties have yet to be 
defined.  The most important issue for them is the share of the city budget to which they are 
entitled.  As for expectations from political parties that govern the municipality, the previous 
work of the Citizens’ Initiative is assessed positively, and participants say that its members 
will be able to influence the local authorities to work for the citizens of Tuzi if they secure the 
backing of the “center.” 
 

It has just begun. It is still too early to say.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
It should get better.  (Male, Tuzi)  
 
I think that citizens are not sufficiently informed about the competences of the 
municipal authorities; and not only the citizens, the local administration also is not 
informed either…municipal authorities do not have many competences, and even 
those they have are not clearly defined. People have no idea about what they will 
do…they promised us a share of the capital city’s budget proportional to the number 
of residents; they said that we should expect between 8 and 10 percent, and that 
budget is quite good.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
Empty promises again.  Why?  A family can make plans, but if the head of the family 
does not do what he should, then it is all for nothing.12  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
The Initiative that has secured support is the only hope for the Albanian people here.  
Even before, when they did not have much power, they had helped these poor 
people…they are the only hope for the prosperity of our people.  If they secure 
support from outside, like from Podgorica, if Podgorica does not start playing a 
game of cat and mouse with them.  (Male, Tuzi)  

                                            
12 The speaker means that everything depends on the Podgorica municipality of which Tuzi is a part.  Thus, 
Podgorica is the figurative head of the family. 
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H.  COURTS, PROSECUTION, CRIME AND CORRUPTION 
 
COURTS AND THE PROSECUTION:  The courts and prosecution do not provoke much 
discussion from participants.  Participants who say something about these two institutions 
believe that they have improved lately and note some obvious progress in their work although 
they still do not function in a completely efficient and independent way.  
 

As far as I am concerned, the courts are doing their job well, they resolved quite a 
few cases over the past year.  Throughout Montenegro, many cases have been 
resolved, and the backlog has been reduced.  It was much more complicated before.  
(Male, Berane) 
 
Court processes last a long time…almost 20 years.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
They neglect the cases intentionally and they work together with the police, governing 
organs, and courts give them support.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
     
I agree that there have been some improvements in the last two to three years.  (Male, 
Berane) 
 
There are some unresolved cases dating back to several years ago.  That tells you 
everything.  (Male, Herceg Novi)  
The judiciary is a part of the general fogginess…  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
A judge who presents reliable information – what, how, and where – is immediately 
fired.  Why?  Because the judiciary is not independent.  (Female, Nikšić) 

 
Although it is commented generally that Montenegro does not function as a legal state – i.e., 
that laws are not implemented consistently – it is more like a general note than an objection 
to the work of the courts and prosecution.  
 

We have excellent laws but they do not equally apply to everyone.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
Today…they don’t respect even the laws or anything…one law is implemented for 
some and not for others…we all have to respect the same laws.  (Male, Berane)   
 
Well, maybe we should start to respect the law…  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 

CRIME AND CORRUPTION:  As was the case in focus groups two years ago, when talking 
about crime in Montenegro, participants also talk about corruption and vice versa because the 
two are considered interrelated.  Because of recent events,13 participants in some groups talk 
about the escalation of crime.  However, the prevailing opinion is that the level of crime and 
corruption has remained the same as in previous years.  Women in both Bijelo Polje and 
Podgorica talk about a sense of insecurity that they feel on the streets of the city for 
themselves and their children, rather than of organized crime.   
 

Of course, there is crime everywhere, but it is under control.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 

                                            
13  The week before the focus groups, the writer Jevrem Brković was beaten, his driver was killed, and another 
young man was killed in a bar fight. 
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There are no organized criminal groups; it is mostly individual criminals.  Either you 
have them or you don’t.  It is not like in the big cities where you have organized 
gangs and all.  (Female, Bijelo Polje)  
 
The situation was bad…there was some corruption and a little bit of everything.  
Now, it is changing.  Corruption is still rampant, but the situation is improving.  It is 
not like in previous years.   (Male, Berane) 
 
…You say, law.  The situation there is stagnant because of criminals.  In my time, 
cafés worked until midnight, and nowadays all cafés work until the early morning 
hours.  We should decide to close the cafés in order to prevent youth from dying.  It 
wouldn’t happen if we had a law.  First and most important, we should decide closing 
time of cafés, if cafés closed at 11 or 12, the situation would be completely different.  
They would go out at 8 and come home earlier. And, one more thing…according to 
statistical data, all accidents and murders happen after midnight.  (Female, 
Podgorica)     
 

Participants consider the tough economic conditions and the wars in the region to be the main 
cause of crime in Montenegro.  These two reasons are believed also to have fueled the 
corruption that was present previously in the traditional form of “family and friendly ties,” 
“you-scratch-my-back-I’ll-scratch-yours” way of doing business, and the custom of “buying 
lunch” for a job well done.  
 

It is a manifestation of poverty.  (Female, Berane) 
 
Maybe the crime rate would be lower if people were given jobs, salaries.  What can a 
man do if he is in a desperate situation?  A desperate situation calls for desperate 
measures.  (Female, Nikšić) 
 
People are forced to look for illegal ways to get money.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
150 or 200 € can tempt the most beautiful boy and the best sportsman.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
I don’t know if we can blame it on war?  The tough economic situation and near 
anarchy did more to contribute to it.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
Because the Montenegrin people got used to doing favors over the past 15 years, to 
sidestepping the institutions and laws.  If you do not know someone, someone you can 
buy a drink for, you won’t be able to get the simplest document in a municipality. 
Because public servants in all institutions are used to receiving extra money as their 
salaries are really miserable.  (Male, Berane) 
 
Believe me.  You need connections even in the kindergarten; that is how everything 
works here.  If you say to somebody that you can’t do something for him, you are 
nothing to him.  (Female, Nikšić) 

 
Despite recent arrests of criminal groups and individual criminals, participants do not believe 
that Montenegro successfully fights against crime and corruption.  In particular, they 
conclude that crime and corruption would not be so widespread had the “top echelons” not 
supported them.  Recent arrests are not considered to be the beginning of a fight against 
crime and corruption, but rather isolated incidents linked to the current political situation and 
the struggle between different interest groups.  
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In Montenegro?  Nobody.   (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
One inspector, Slavoljub Šćekić, worked on that and he got himself killed.  (Male, 
Tuzi) 
 
I am scared.  There is a lot of crime, and we can expect more of it because those who 
should fight against it are in bed with the criminals.  (Female, Berane)  
 
I don’t know if the state can stand up to it.  I think that criminals control this country.  
At least, that is my opinion.  Not criminals directly, but criminals control certain 
circles.  That’s what I think.  (Male, Tuzi) 
 
They should develop programs for fighting against crime and corruption, but politics 
has entered every sphere of our lives.  Even if somebody does something wrong, they 
hush is up.  They cut all the leads if someone important is involved.  They arrest small 
fish, and act like it is a big achievement.  (Female, Nikšić) 

 
While noting that crime and corruption affect every society and that it would be unreasonable 
to expect that they can be eradicated in Montenegro, participants believe that strict 
implementation of laws and tougher penalties are crucial to reducing the rate of crime and 
corruption in the country.  
 

As far as I can see, the situation is the same as in other countries around us.  
Montenegro is not an exception.  But, I think that that was the case even before – only 
now it is more visible.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
Well, corruption exists everywhere.  It is something that is unavoidable.  No one can 
say how much there is because they don’t know.  One knows that it exists but we can’t 
say in what proportion or that it is at some low level.  It surely exists…as it does 
everywhere.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Laws must be respected. (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
In England, I think, there aren’t many police but, that is because, when they punish a 
criminal, it serves as an example and no one else would think of doing that.  So, I 
think that here it would be necessary to respect and implement much more what is 
written on paper so that it doesn’t become a dead letter.  Laws are adopted for us 
because we need them.  (Male, Herceg Novi) 
 
They must be punished in every possible way.  We also need a public awareness 
campaign.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
 
Penalties are the only recipe for corruption.  For everything.  Punishment both for he 
who gives and for he who takes.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
Improving the standard of living is a necessary precondition because, if that was 
achieved, nobody would risk losing their job for 10 or 20 €.  (Male, Berane)  
 
The perception would change if working conditions changed.  People in the European 
Union not only get their salaries, they get a percentage of the profits and many other 
factors that motivate them.  It is not the case here.  Here, you get the same salary 
regardless of how much you work.  Changing that would contribute to our fight 
against corruption.  (Female, Bijelo Polje) 
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In addition, participants are willing to admit that Montenegro’s attitudes toward getting 
things done needs to change.  Some noted that people’s reliance on “connections” was a part 
of the problem that contributes to corruption in Montenegro. 
 

Now, the ace-in-the-hole that everyone wants to have is money and power.  Or, if you 
know someone, or you are someone’s cousin or someone’s best man – that is, that 
you have a circle of friends of which 10-15 percent live like kings and the rest is more 
or less the same.  (Female, Herceg Novi) 
 
Who is guilty for that?  The people; absolutely, the people.  Bribery works.  Take the 
hospital as an example.  We all complain about how the doctor is corrupt and so on.  
But, look at one thing, my aunt got sick a few days ago; and, I took her to the 
hospital.  There were 60 people there waiting; it was chaos.  Three doctors were 
working – and, you know what?  Believe you me, 10-15 people jumped the queue 
carrying coffee and who knows what else.  And, what did I do?  Maybe I should be 
ashamed, and I do feel guilty.  I called a personal friend who is a doctor, and I went 
into another room and jumped the queue.  That’s how it is done.  (Male, Nikšić) 
 
In all spheres of life, there is corruption.  If you want to get medical treatment, you 
have to pay.  If you want to get someone hired, you have to pay or use someone as a 
connection.  These are not luxury things that I’m talking about, but the most basic 
things.  (Female, Podgorica) 
 
It is the same if a doctor takes money or if you give him money because even I take 
part directly in corruption.  I mean, we should accept that and clear it up once and 
for all.  But the problem is that because we are a small country it is in some of our 
traditions, in our consciences; it is passed from generation to generation; you know 
whose son that is, who’s his father, brother…I mean, the problem is in the mentality, 
deep in there, and it will be hard to change.  But, people’s mindset needs to change.  
(Male, Herceg Novi) 
 

 Discussion in Tuzi:  A debate about the recent arrest of two Albanian criminal groups 
developed in the group of Albanian men in Tuzi.  One of the criminal groups was involved in 
drug trafficking and the other is believed to have planned a terrorist attack.  Reactions differ, 
but conclusions and suggestions are uniform.  There was no discussion about the first group, 
the immediate conclusion was that they were all guilty and should be prosecuted.  
 

We are aware that some boys who were involved in drug trafficking were arrested.  I 
would not care if it was my own mother.  If they really trafficked drugs, they should 
pay for it.  Drugs are worse than guns.  They are Albanians, but they should pay for 
what they did.  

 
In contrast, the second set of arrests provoked a lot of discussion and “stirred up” the 
atmosphere.  Participants believed that the case should be processed immediately since 
failure to do that might result in unwanted consequences.  Because of the absence of precise 
information about what kind of attack had been planned, how many weapons this group had, 
and who its members were, suspicions threatened to divide the Albanian community along 
religious lines. Also, all Albanians were put into an unfavorable position because other 
Montenegrins perceive them as potential terrorists.  
 

It is a big thing.  It needs to be clarified; we must know who is behind it.  
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I am against their continued pre-trial imprisonment.  If they are guilty, let’s charge 
them and convict them.  
 
I don’t think that people should be blamed on ethnic grounds.  Why?  The man who is 
responsible should pay; and, the others, they should let them go home.  
 
What should they do?  They should speed up the process.  If they have evidence, let 
them show it.  Let them show it to everyone, not just Muslims or Catholics, but to 
Montenegrins and even the wider public.  It must be taken to court urgently…to give 
a chance to the people who are the most vulnerable, our (Catholic) brothers.  If those 
who are responsible are Catholic, then Catholics should be the first to condemn it, to 
say “they are not our brothers, they are terrorists.”  It will be easier for Montenegro, 
they will see that there are no terrorists here.  Albanians are not terrorists; Catholics 
are not terrorists.  We know that they are not.  
 
I agree with what he says, let us clarify this issue, prove who is guilty, and get it done 
with.  
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APPENDIX I. METHODOLOGY  
 
The means used to gather data for this research is one of the most commonly used techniques 
of qualitative studies – focus groups. 
 
In the period from October 30 to November 4, 2006, Prism organized 10 focus groups in five 
Montenegrin municipalities:  Nikšić, Podgorica (including Tuzi), Herceg Novi, Berane, and 
Bijelo Polje.  The date, location and participant structure are presented in the following 
tables. 
 

Group #1:  NIKŠIĆ – Monday, October 30, 2006, 15.00 – 17.00 

Basic Criteria Gender Ethnicity Employment 
Status 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for media, 

marketing agencies, or market research 
agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to 

interviewers or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in 

focus groups over the past 12 months 

Male Montenegrin  

5 unemployed 
participants 

 
+ 
 

5  
participants 

employed in the 
state sector 

 
Group #2:  NIKŠIĆ – Monday, October 30, 2006, 18.00 – 20.00 

Basic Criteria Gender Political 
Affiliation Ethnicity Employment 

Status 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for the media, 

marketing agencies, or market 
research agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to 

interviewers or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in 

focus groups over the past 12 months 

Female 

“Fiercely” 
opposed to 

current 
government  

Serb 

5 
unemployed 
participants 

 
+ 
 

5  
participants 
employed in 
the private 

sector 
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Group #3:  PODGORICA – Tuesday, October 31, 2006, 15.00 – 17.00 

Basic Criteria Gender Age Ethnicity  Employment 
Status 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for the media, 

marketing agencies, or market 
research agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to 

interviewers or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in 

focus groups over the past 12 
months 

Female 

5 participants 
from 30-50 

years  
 

+ 
 

5 participants 
51-60 years  

Montenegrin 
Employed in 
state/public 
institutions 

 
Group #4:  PODGORICA (TUZI) – Tuesday, October 31, 2006, 18.00 – 20.00 

Basic Criteria Gender Ethnicity  Employment 
Status 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for the media, 

marketing agencies,  or market research 
agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to interviewers 

or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in focus 

groups over the past 12 months 

Male Albanian  

 
 

Employed in 
private sector 

 
 

 
Group #5:  HERCEG NOVI – Thursday, November 2, 2006, 15.00 – 17.00  

Basic Criteria Gender Political 
Affiliation Ethnicity Employment 

Status 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for the media, 

marketing agencies, or market 
research agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to 

interviewers or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in 

focus groups over the past 12 
months 

Male 

“Fiercely” 
opposed to 

current 
government 

Serb 

5  
participants 
employed in 
private sector 

 
+ 
 

5  
participants 
employed in 
local public 
institutions 
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Group #6:  HERCEG NOVI – Thursday, November 2, 2006, 18.00 – 20.00 

Basic Criteria Gender Ethnicity Employment 
Status 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for the 

media, marketing agencies, or 
market research agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to 

interviewers or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in 

focus groups over the past 12 
months 

Female Montenegrin 

 
5 

participants 
employed in private 

sector 
 

+ 
 

5  
unemployed 
participants 

 

 
 

Group #7:  BERANE – Friday, November 3, 2006, 15.00 – 17.00 

Basic Criteria Gender  Ethnicity Employment 
Status 

Place of 
Residence 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for the 

media, marketing agencies, or 
market research agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to 

interviewers or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in 

focus groups over the past 12 
months 

Male 

6 
Bosniaks 

+ 
 

4 
Muslims 

5 
participants 
employed in 
private sector 

 
+ 
 

5  
unemployed 
participants 

 

Participants 
must be from 
Berane center 

 
Group #8:  BERANE – Friday, November 3, 2006, 18.00 – 20.00  

Basic Criteria Gender Political 
Affiliation Ethnicity  Employment 

Status 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for the 

media, marketing agencies, or 
market research agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to 

interviewers or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in 

focus groups over the past 12 
months 

Female 

“Fiercely” 
opposed to 

current 
government 

Serb 

5  
participants 
employed in 
local public 
institutions 

 
+ 
 

5  
unemployed 
participants 
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Group #9:  BIJELO POLJE – Saturday, October 4, 2006, 10.00 – 12.00  

Basic Criteria Gender Age Ethnicity  Employment 
Status 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for the 

media, marketing agencies, or 
market research agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to 

interviewers or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in 

focus groups over the past 12 
months 

Female 
10 participants 

from 18- to 
22-years-old 

Montenegrin Students 

 
 
      Group #10: BIJELO POLJE – Saturday, October 4, 2006, 13.00 – 15.00 

Main criteria Gender Age Political 
Affiliation Ethnicity 

1. That they are not members of any 
political party 

 
2. That they do not work for the 

media, marketing agencies, or 
market research agencies 

 
3. That they are not related to 

interviewers or recruiters  
 
4. That they have not participated in 

focus groups over the past 12 
months 

Male 

5  
participants 
from 35- to 

50- 
years-old 

 
+ 
 

5 participants 
from 51- to 
65-years-old 

“Fiercely” 
opposed to 

current 
government 

Serb 

 
Prism Research interviewers and recruiters selected all participants applying methods 
typically used in projects with specific requirements such as this one.  A special questionnaire 
with filter questions that would eliminate participants for certain reasons was used.  When 
necessary, the ‘Snowball Method’ was used along with the mandatory questionnaire. 
  
For each group, recruiters found 10 participants that fit the basic criteria and specific group 
criteria in terms of gender, age, political affiliation, ethnicity and employment status.  In each 
group, two participants were substitutes – such that each group actually comprised eight 
people, putting the total number of participants at 80.   
 
To ensure participants’ full awareness of what was expected of them, they were informed 
about the nature of focus group research and about the fact that their anonymity would be 
protected.  Participation was voluntary, but participants received financial compensation for 
their time and effort.  
 
A well-trained, experienced Prism Research moderator led the discussion in each group using 
a Moderator’s Guide, including an exhaustive list of discussion questions, developed in close 
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cooperation with NDI Montenegro.  Discussions were taped and the tapes transcribed, solely 
for the purpose of internal analysis by Prism Research and NDI Montenegro.  
 
Since this research was of a qualitative nature, the basis for selection was respondents who 
could provide a comprehensive review from the perspective of Montenegrin citizens. Thus, 
the results are indicators of behavior and views of participants and not necessarily of other 
Montenegrin citizens.  
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APPENDIX II. WRITTEN MESSAGES TO POLITICIANS 
 

QUESTIONS 

G 
R 
O 
U 
P 

P 
A 
R 
T 
I 
C 
I 
P 
A 
N 
T 

Imagine that you are writing a message to a 
person, group or organization that you believe can 
do the most on improving the situation here. Tell 

them what you would like them to hear. 
 

Imagine that you are writing a message to a 
person, group or organization that you think does 
the most damage to Montenegro. Tell them what 

you would like them to hear. 
 

Considering the political party you might have 
supported in the elections – ruling or opposition 
party – what advice would you give to the party 

leader about how to strengthen ties with 
“ordinary people”? 

 

1 1 

Government of Montenegro:  I want you to start 
finally the process of Montenegro’s revival, in every 
sense of the word. Work on improving relationships 
between the people, economic and social life of the 
Montenegrin citizens. Do everything that is in your 
power to justify the trust in you.  

To political parties that divide people by all criteria 
except by whether they are honest or not. Let people 
work and create.  

Go on! 

1 2 Dear politicians:  Lie to me so I won’t know how bad 
my situation is.  

Dear people: Do not get involved in “professional 
politics.” No response 

1 3 
Increase tax rates on foreign products.  Find investors 
for greenfield investments.  Control the Agency for 
National Security.  

To all politicians: Go away! Do not listen to your advisors, disguise yourself and 
enter a bar.  

1 4 
For a better, healthier, protected Montenegro where 
young people will be given a chance to work and live 
in peace  

Serbian List, Pedja Bulatović and all Greater Serbia 
hegemonists: Drop it!   

Study the past well, fully analyze the present, and 
you won’t make mistake in the future.  

1 5 DPS-SDP:  I want you to do something to increase 
employment. 

All political parties work against the citizens. Let 
them grow up finally and do something good for the 
people of this country.  

 
No response  
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1 6 

Government, Prime Minister, ministers: Let us work 
now and leave politics aside.  Do not give us the 
same old story repeatedly if you really do not intend 
to do it.  

Same message Live like the poor, keep your feet on the ground, and 
get an insight into each pore of the society.  

1 7 Authorities:  Turn your words into actions. Damagemakers:  Go to sleep.  Be who you are, don’t let money ruin you.  

1 8 
Give concrete proposals, admit if the government 
does something good, and criticize them only when 
they do something wrong; be open for cooperation.  

SNP, SNS, Serbian List:  Stop being so exclusive and 
shift your attention to real problems. We have had 
enough of nationalism.  

Nebojša Medojević:  Do not praise yourself and your 
skills, do not repeat the negative campaign like the 
one you had for the last elections.  

2 9 DPS: Enough talk. It is time to do something.  No response 

I wish you would pay attention to the needs and 
opinions of ordinary people.  Walk in their shoes, and 
you will understand their needs and desires.  I don’t 
think you have done it yet.  

2 10 
Government: Give us a better life and a chance to live 
like the rest of the world, without hate, divisions and 
all other seeds of evil.  

All politicians:  It is time to do away with empty talk, 
to finally change and start working in the interest of 
the people.  

Support young people and enable us to be happy and 
successful people in all spheres of life.  Open the way 
for us to be successful.  

2 11 

People in power:  Look deep into your souls because 
I hope you are not completely lost yet.  Remember 
our origins, the messages of our ancestors, think 
about our descendants, and leave them something 
good by which to remember you.  

The people from all political parties who insist on 
hate:  Understand that we are just one moment in 
eternity and that there are many nicer feelings than 
hate.  

When you speak in the name of the people and in the 
peoples’ interest, be their true friend. Peek into their 
homes and talk to them like an equal because in 
talking to us you behave like leaders and not like you 
were one of us.  

2 12 Help us, God.  You are the only one I trust.  No response I am addressing an unknown leader. Be persistent in 
the fight for truth and justice.  

2 13 
To the new Prime Minister: Mr. Šturanović, eliminate 
bribes and corruption.  Turn Montenegro into a real 
state.  

SNP/Opposition: Take the mask off your face! 
Seize illegally acquired wealth of the people who 
gained more in five years than others did in five 
generations.  
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2 14 

Serbian List:  As a citizen of this country of Serbian 
ethnicity, I want to ask you to improve the status of 
the Serbians in Montenegro, not to let them 
discriminate us and eliminate us because we are 
Serbian, to introduce democracy. 
Group/Movement for Changes of Nebojša 
Medojević: I want you to introduce democracy, to 
eliminate crime and corruption, and to eliminate the 
current authorities together with us – young people.  

DPS is doing the most damage with their autocratic 
regime and corrupt practices.  

Message to Nebojša Medojević: Please increase the 
economic standarda and status of the people in 
Montenegro. If you can, please engage as many 
young intellectuals as possible so we would all enjoy 
an equal status in the society without social divisions, 
corruption and autocracy.  

2 15 
Group for Changes: Work on improving the 
economic situation, on educating the young, and 
achieving an overall improvement of the society.  

No response 

Suggestion to Mr. Medojević and Group for Changes: 
In order to implement their program, I suggest that 
they establish better links with the people, i.e., gain a 
better understanding of the problems faced by young 
people by creating some organizations where they 
can talk to young people. 

2 16 

First message is to DPS…I want to tell you that you 
should finally try to do something good for the 
people and their economic status because we have not 
seen any improvements in the past 17 years.  

No response 

Message to Nebojša Medojević: We support you in 
your intentions, your promises are realistic, you work 
hard, and I like the most that you do not differentiate 
between the people regardless of whether they are 
students, pensioners…I support you fully and I hope 
that we can do something together.  

3 17 No response No response No response 

3 18 Mr. Milo: please do not go; you make me feel safe.  Mandić: Do not poison the people.  Take a look at the ordinary citizens. 

3 19 
To Vesna: Reduce crime, give children a reason to 
learn, and restore their faith that it will secure them a 
better life.  

No response No response 

3 20 
Move on with confidence. You have my support, the 
support of my family and my community. History 
will remember you. Congratulations. 

To the whole opposition: Change. DPS: You listened to the voice of the people, now act 
that way. 
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3 21 Medojević: Be the real opposition to the ruling party 
and protect the interests of the Montenegrin people.  

Minister Stijepović: You damaged the interests of 
thousands of children, leaving them without child 
support; try to understand that you cannot know who 
does and who does not need help.  

Listen to the people. 

3 22 
To Nada Drobnjak: I hope that such a successful and 
bright young woman will have strength to fight for 
more rights for us WOMEN. 

To Vanja Čalović: Why are you so frustrated and will 
you ever praise the work of someone else? 

Open your eyes, look at the people, and you will 
know how to proceed.  

3 23 Ruling party: Keep going and our dreams will come 
true.  

The people who do not want any good forto 
Montenegro – the opposition, the whole opposition: 
Let us be a part of Europe and live like all normal, 
civilized people.  

To live better 

3 24 To Vesna: The ruling party should fulfill its promise 
of a better life.  

To Lidija: Employ as many young people as possible 
so that we can live better.  No response 

4 25 
I think that the person who can improve the living 
standards and the quality of life in Montenegro is 
Slavko Perović.  

People who cause the most damage to Montenegro 
are the people from parties that give more support to 
Serbia than to Montenegro and, at the same time, 
want to lead Montenegro – those are the people from 
SNP  and SNS 

Governing bodies could give us more jobs and a 
better life.  

4 26 

Message to NDI: Use the influence that you have in 
support the fight of citizens and institutions in Tuzi 
for a better status of its residents. Support the efforts 
of the opposition parties in the Montenegrin 
parliament and get a better insight into all the on-
going processes, primarily the privatization process.  

My message to DPS leaders is that the time has come 
for them to step aside and open the way for their 
young colleagues to set up a real value system so we 
can finally move down the road to the European 
integration.  

To Nebojša Medojević: Be persistent in your efforts 
and fulfill your promise to fight for social justice, a 
right to private property and more rights for 
minorities in Montenegro.  

4 27 If Montenegro wants to see a summer sun rising, it 
should continue what Slavko Perović began.  

People from SNP and SNS should stop leading the 
people into disaster and calling their supporters to 
choose destruction and death.  

I would like the authorities to improve the lives of 
young people; more work, less hunger.  

4 28 
I support Group for Changes and Nebojša Medojević 
personally. I want you to take us to Europe so we 
could travel the world like normal people.  

For SNP and Predrag Bulatović personally: You and 
your pro-Serbian policies have destroyed our lives for 
too long.  I want to have a normal life and future so I 
ask you, please, to fight for us to have a future.  

No response 
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4 29 I hope that the Group for Changes will do something 
for this country. Employ young people.  

I think SNP-driven divisions are doing the most 
damage. My message to them is to turn to 
Montenegro. Bulatović should leave the party so it 
would be better.  

No response 

4 30 Government:  I think that more should be done to 
employ young people. 

Democratic Union of Albanians:  Work more on 
protecting the Albanian interests, in general.  No response 

4 31 

DPS: I stand by the party, but they should turn 
attention to the people and away from their personal 
interests. To look for the best ways to improve 
people’s future. 

For damage:  I think that there should not be many of 
those people, but 70 percent of the people are like 
that.  

I will vote like I did before, I will give my vote to 
DPS but they should pay more attention to my 
people, lead their people and improve. Thank you.  

5 32 Nebojša Medojević: Arrest the gang!  No comment! Do not give up Montenegro! 

5 33 To Nebojša Medojević: You must not stop. To Milo Djukanovic: It is good that you are leaving if 
you really intend to do that.  Listen to the masses. 

5 34 To Nebojša Medojević: Fulfill your promises  Milo Djukanović: You are the greatest of all the 
criminals. Fulfill your promises.  No response 

5 35 Movement for Changes:  Keep up the tempo. Milo Djukanović: Get off our backs.  No response 

5 36 

If there is a man who can change the authorities in 
Montenegro, then it is Medojević – and, not only the 
authorities, but everything else as well. He is the only 
man who dares to say what he thinks and the only 
smart man.  

Our big leader is guilty for all that is happening in 
Montenegro.  

I voted for the man I mentioned in the first message. 
All I have to tell him is to work as he speaks. I think 
that he can change everything.  

5 37 
Politician Nebojša Medojević: Keep up the good 
work and don’t get off the right path. Success is 
guaranteed.  

DPS: Justice is slow but sure, the one who betrays his 
brother will have a foreign master.  

Start collecting taxes from the people who have never 
paid it – those who earn 5,000 € and spend 100,000 € 
a year. WHERE IS THE MONEY COMING FROM? 
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5 38 Nebojša Medojević/Group for Changes: Stay strong 
on your ideas and you will succeed.  

Milo Djukanovic/DPS: The greatest failure on the 
Montenegrin scene.  Let him see what he has done to 
the innocent people. They should withdraw and let 
smarter and more experienced people rule.  

To work in the interest of the people, do something 
about the economic situation and that is it, Pedja  and 
Medojević 

5 39 Group for Changes: Do not be like others. DPS: I hope that you will be destroyed by the system 
that you have created. Pay more attention to the collection of taxes. 

6 40 I ask you for a better economy, more progress, and a 
better perspective.  

Lack of work and tolerance: We must start working 
and stop arguing about divisions.  

More attention should be given to the people, to have 
more understanding for the people, and to stop 
arguing.  

6 41 No response Miraš Dedeić: The Church should not be divided.  Increase the standards. 

6 42 No response No response No response 

6 43 Milo Djukanović:  Jobs and tourism. Privatization, corruption. DPS: More work – less talk. 

6 44 That I find I job as soon as possible, to earn well. For 
the economy to improve.  No response 

Feel the pulse of the people; listen to our needs and 
ideas. Travel around the cities and check public 
opinion.  

6 45 No response 

Churches should not be divided.  As Orthodox Slavic 
people, Montenegrins and the Serbians and other 
people of the former Yugoslavia should have one 
church – ORTHODOX.  

People in our community would be satisfied if they 
had a bit higher standard and housing loans because 
working for a private business requires many 
sacrifices from ordinary people.  

6 46 No response Miraš Dedeić: The Montenegrin church is dividing 
Orthodox people.  Improve peoples’ living standards. 

6 47 Milo Djukanović is the king and he should rule for 
another 25 years.  Pedja Bulatović is doing the most damage to DPS.  Only improve the standards and dedicate himself to 

other citizens.  

7 48 Želko Šturanović:  Uphold the concept of an 
independent and prosperous state.  No response Želko Šturanović: Improve the economic situation in 

our country and the neighborhood.  

7 49 Želko Šturanović: I think that he is the right man for 
success.  No response No response 

7 50 Milo Djukanovic – keep up the good work.  No response No response 
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7 51 Želko Šturanović: Create more jobs so that people do 
not live on welfare.  No response Pay more attention to peoples’ housing problems.  

7 52 
Želko Šturanović: Improve the life in Montenegro, 
primarily economic situation and the standard of 
living.  

No response Fulfill all the promises. 

7 53 If people unite – be smart.  Extremists: Get out of illegality. Be constructive and lead us down the right path.  

7 54 For people to unite and pay no attention to religion 
and ethnicity.  No response 

My message to Mr. Šturanović is to do good for the 
Montenegrin people and talk to the people more 
often. That is it. Good luck.  

7 55 DPS: More jobs. Double the amount of investment 
into the north of Montenegro. No response 

The ruling party: Talk to us as much as possible 
through different media programs and meetings about 
employment.  

8 56 Milo Djukanović: Congratulations! Pedja Bulatović: Disaster! I do not know. 

8 57 To the Minister of Education: I work for the benefit 
of all young people so I want a better reward for that.  Milo, go away. No response 

8 58 Doctors: They heal the people and help.  Politicians: All they do is collect per diems.  Mandić:  Pay more attention to the middle class.  

8 59 Vojislav Koštunica: Continue fighting for the well-
being of the Serbians in Montenegro! 

DPS: Your time is up, let us live and work in 
freedom.  

The Hague: Terminate the Court, rehabilitate the 
Serbians. 

8 60 Thank you, mom and dad, for giving me life! Politics are doing the most damage. I hope for some 
change.  No response 

8 61 
Vuksan Simonović: I wish you more strength and 
health to stay on course to fight for the well-being of 
all of us! 

Djukanović Come to the ordinary people to see how we live and 
think.  

8 62 
I am the person working for the well-being of the 
people. I will need a lot of strength to change 
something.  Life is too short to succeed.  

Milo, it is ENOUGH. I can’t see a LEADER. 

8 63 SNS:  We trust you. Milo, good luck and never come back.  
 No response 
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9 64 

Tarzan Milošević: Continue to fight for a better 
tomorrow, for the well-being of Bijelo Polje and 
Montenegro.  Continue stimulating the citizens with 
your program and then move on to concrete changes 
that you will support.  

SNS: Stop spreading nationalism and do not 
differentiate between the people because Montenegro 
is and should remain a multi-ethnic country where 
people live in peace. 

Organize various surveys to discover the needs and 
desires of the ordinary people and try to satisfy those 
needs as well as possible.  

9 65 

Milo Djukanović: I am very satisfied with your work 
so far, you did so much over the past years.  Many 
young people believe in you, and we hope that you 
will not betray us.  

No response 

Increase salaries in Montenegro because some 
salaries are hardly enough for the survival of a 
family.  All I want is that we have normal salaries for 
a normal life.  

9 66 

Milo Djukanović: Keep up the tempo, the worst is 
behind us.  Continue to unify people and respect the 
same values as in the past and we will certainly 
achieve our goals.  

SNS: It is good that we have an opposition in 
Montenegro and that they bring neglected issues 
under the microscope, but we live in a multi-ethnic 
environment and that must be taken into account.  

To improve the working conditions and make citizens 
understand that they work for themselves as is 
required in a society aspiring to capitalism.  

9 67 
Milo Djukanović: He knows what the people need. 
He knows what is worth fighting for and how to 
improve living standards. Come back Milo! 

No response 
He should listen to the most vulnerable people 
because they know the best what to do, improve and 
change.  

9 68 

Message to DPS: I think that something should be 
done to employ the people, especially those with a 
university education, because it is a well-known fact 
that many university-educated people are now 
registered with the Employment Bureau and are not 
given a chance to prove themselves in their 
professions.  

No response 
DPS: You must help everyone, regardless if it is an 
ordinary man or an official, and you must not make 
differences between the people.  

9 69 
DPS: Work to achieve your stated goals, your policy 
should influence the standard of living.  A majority of 
the people support you, do not betray their trust.  

Montenegrin parliament: Please do not turn this 
institution into a circus, deal with concrete issues and 
problems and find solutions, but do not argue and 
waste time.  

Movement for Changes: As a perspective, popular 
party, you enjoy the trust of a majority of citizens, 
especially youth.  You have my support.  
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9 70 

DPS: Lead our country into the European Union to 
secure a better life for all of us. I think that this party 
would do the best by focusing on young people and 
giving them a chance because the youth have a lot to 
offer.  
 

Crime does the most damage to the development of 
the country. Regardless of how much you work on 
developing a country, crime destroys your work so 
we must work on eradicating the crime.  

DPS, Filip Vujanović:  I think that most attention 
should be given to our people because there are many 
of them in Montenegro but not enough attention is 
given to them. To live better, we must start with this 
and only then move to issues that are more concrete.  

9 71 
To the Government of Montenegro: Provide as many 
homes as possible and organizations that will protect 
orphans and help them in every possible way.  

Montenegrin political parties: I think that all political 
parties make mistakes and that they should focus, 
first, on their own behavior because they influence 
the way people behave.  

He should do more to protect human rights, to enable 
the people to have a normal life to best of their 
abilities.  

10 72 No response DPS-SDP: ENOUGH crime and corruption. Move on with strength. 

10 73 People should get smart. M. Djukanović: Thank you for leaving. DSS: Work more with the people. 

10 74 To the Serbian List: Fight for the position of Serbians 
in Montenegro. 

To the Government of Montenegro:  Retire and free 
innocent people of yourselves.  

You made the party split by paying more attention to 
your interests than the interests of the people on 
whom you depend.  

10 75 Andrija Mandić: Dedicate your work to Serbians in 
Montenegro. 

The current authorities should step down and take the 
burden off the suffering people.  Understand even better the call of the Serbian people.  

10 76 To Pedja Bulatović and SNP: Fight for tolerance, 
equality, and rule of law.  DPS  DPS: Party of exclusivity, lack of tolerance, and false 

promises.  

10 77 Serbian List: Keep going, protect and help the Serbs 
in Montenegro. 

Ministry of Education and Science: End injustice in 
education; do not let everyone into the school.  

The same as until now…come to the people to hear 
what is happening and what the problems are.  

10 78 
No individual message, but a wish – mutual respect 
of all the people and fight for the well-being of 
Montenegro.  

Governing coalition: Move aside and open the way 
for some new people.  Go to the base, and you will know everything.  

10 79 I cannot select anyone in particular. Ask the people 
without conditioning and you will be the right person. 

The governing party inflicted so much damage on 
Montenegro that generations of people will suffer for 
that.  

I voted for the People’s Party, but I think that they 
have their problems and that they should listen to the 
people more.  
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